Licens'd and Enter'd accord 
to Order. 
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In Ser 9 
Witty and Ingenious Dialogues; j | 
BETWEEN J1 ov 

| | I. A Norwich Weaver, his Factor in London, 


| and their two ſharping Attorneys. 
II. A Linnen-Draper's Prentice, his Miſs, 
and her Landlady. 

III. A Contented Cuckold, his Wife, and | 
I ber Gallanr. | 

IV. A Batchelor, a Widdower, and a Mar- 

| ried Man, abour chufing a Good Wife: 

Wich rhe ſeveral ſorts of Good Wives : | 

And, the Character of a Scold, a Slut, 

24 a Whore. 


C 


| 10 which 3 is added | 
1 Short POEM in praiſe of a 
SI N GLE LIFE. 


2 2 Printed for es Gifford in Old Bed. | 
lam, — Biſbopſgate, 1 1706. Price ' Bound 18. 
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The Town-Spy : 


| The Devil's Factors diſcover d. 


r 


PART T 


DIALOGUE I. 
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| -ney in London. 


Enter Mr . Wilfu!, a Norwich Weaver, 


reading of a Letter from his Factor 


in . | 


3 


Between Mr. Wilful, a Norwich Weaver, 
and Mr. Crosbe, © Factor in London, 
with Mr. Makebate a Country Attcr = 

ny, and Mr. Trouble-town, an At- 


— FOR my part ] can take my Oath, 
and ſo can my Servant too, that 
received no more than 135 


Pieces P Stuff fince our laſe reckoning ; and 
A. 


why 
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2 mw 1 Norwich res, bis Falter, 


why I ſhou'd anſiver for 140, I know net. 
I don't care for Law, but before I will 


pay for ſive pieces of Stuff in my own wrong, 
1 will ſpend five hundred Pound. 


Wilf. alone. Will you ſo, Sir! Very 
well: It is not this buffing that will 


do with me: I believe I can ſpare Five 
hundred Pound as well as you, Sit— 


And fo I'll een go to my Neighbour 
Mafebate, who is an able Attorney, | 


and conſult wich him about the matter: 


For I'm reſolv'd I'll make Croſsbe know, 


that let Htizmm be as croſs as he will, he 
Than't chouſe me of five Pieces of 
Stuff.— And ſee how lucklily it falls 
out, yonder's Mr. Makebate juſt co- 
ming this way : Il call him hicher— | 


Ho, Tom,— 

Tom. Here, Sir. | 

ill. See yonder goes Mr. Mob hoes 
give him a Call, and tell him I muſt 
{peak with him preſently. 

Tom. I will, Sir. [Goes out and calls 


bim, comes in again with 25 Here's 


Mr. Makebate, Sir. 
Wilf. Mr. MakRebate, your humble 


Servant, Sir: I hope you'Y excuſe me, 


bid my Man call you, ſeaing you 
69 


Letter of his 
which he reads and- returns. | Well, Sir, 


— — — — 


a Coumry and City Attorney. 3 
going by, becauſe I've a little Buſineſs 
F 1 


2  — 


Makeb. Your Servant; Sir; I ſhall be 


very. ready to ſerve you: Pray what 4s 


&or, who ſells em there for me, and 


| I allow him ſo much per Piece for his 
| Pains; as is uſual in our way: Now, 
Sir, my Factor being grown rich, grows 


proud alſo ; and, as I may ſay to you, 
a little knaviſh : For in 140 Pieces that 
L ſent him up, he reckons five ſhort, and 


will account with me but for 135. And 
when I find fault with his Account, as 
in good reaſon I may, he huffs me, and 
tells me his Servant will ſwear it, and 


I know not what all, Pray read that 


Gives him the Letter, 
what d'y think of him? „ 
Makeb. Why I think he's Purſe. 


proud, but I'll find out a way to hum 


ble him. 5 
Wilf. Why do you tell me ſo? 
Makeb. Tell ye fo! Yes, and I! 


do't tog, 
A 4 Witt. 


— 2 
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Wl Why you muſt know, Sir, I 
ſend my Goods up to London to a Fa- 
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4 Norwich Weaver, bis Factor, 


li Wilf. Well Sir, do but that, and 
it you'll win my heart ; for I'd fain have 
im brought down a little : You ſee he 
writes that he'll ſpend Five hundred 
Pounds: But, Neighbour, tho'I ſay't, 
I can ſpare Five hundred Pounds to | 
| vindicate my ſelf, as well as he, 
"ns Aakeb. I don't doubt it, Sir. | 
| | ill. But what muſt we do? i 
Mabel Pray what may your hundred 
and forty Pieces of Stuff be worth? 

76 Milf. Why, one with another they're 
worth 3 J. a Piece. | 
Maleb. Very well; why then I'd not 

have you ſtand ſhall I, ſhall I ? but 
take out a Writ immediately, and ar- 
reſt him in an Action of 8401. Tis 
a great matter to begin firſt, for the 
* Plaintiff is generally look 'd upon to be 
ys the juſteſt fide. 
75 Milf. But what d'y tau'k of 840 J.? 
Why the whole 140 Pieces comes but 
to 420 l. but the difference is but five 
Pieces, for he has paid for 135. and 
thoſe five Pieces comes but to 15 J. 
Ho then can I arreſt him for 840 J.? 
 Makeb. O, very well, Sir: I' make 
the matter plain to you: The neat 
Value 
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ſelf about fair Prag 


a Country and City Attorney, «5 
Value of your 140 Pieces, at 3 J. per 
Piece, is 420 l. Now you muſt take 


no notice of what he has paid; but 
becauſe he does'n't allow all, arreſt him 


for the whole, which is 420 J.; and 


then 'tis our uſual way to enter the 


Action double the Principal Sum, which 


makes it 840 J. 


Milf. But will that be any Advantage 
to me? 


Makeb. O yes, very much: For f rſt, 


the very Name of being arreſted in ſuch 


a Sum may perhaps crack his Credit at 


once; and that I think will ſufficiently 


humble him. But, ſecondly, it will 
perhaps be difficult for him to find Bail 
for ſo great a Sum; and then he muſt. 
go to Goal; which will make him 
comply to what Terms you pleaſe. 

Wilf. But is this fair Practice? 

 Mapeb, Pray, Mr. Wilful, tell me one 
thing; Wou'd you have your Adverſa- 
ry humbled ? 

Milf. Yes truly, 
want. 

Makeb. Wh yt the 


that's what I 
ke trouble your 
e; let that alone 
and bec: als Ha is fo forward 


to me; 
A 5 tor 
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6 A Norwich Weaver, bis Factor, 
for Law, do you but find Money, and 
0 LIl give him Law enough. 
Wi, Very well, Neighbour; you 
/ underſtand me, I perceive; and you 
ſhan't want for Money, I aſſure you: 
Here, pray take your Fee; and when 
you want any more, let me know it. 
Makeb. I ſhail take care of your Bu- 
ſineſs, Sir, and call upon you as I ſee 
occaſion, _ BE f 


Wil. Do ſo, do ſo, pray Sir. [ Ex. 


— 


This matter being thus concerted be- 
twixt the Lawyer and his Client, he 
forthwith ſends up to London to get 

Nr. Croſsbe arreſted, that ſo the Suit 
may go forward: For moſt Lawyers 
are ſo like the Devil, that when once 
they have a Commiſſion, they ſeldom 
fail of putting it in execution. For if 
they can but bring Men on, let the De- 
vil bring 'em off, as Prince Rupert ſaid 
once to his Soldiers. But let us ſee how 
Mr. Croſsbe likes this Proceeding, and 
what Method he intends to take. The 
Writ being taken out againſt him by a 
London Attorney, purſuant to Mr. Make- || © 
bate's Letter, a Sergeant was immediate- | * 


ly 
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ly feed, who taking his Yeoman along 
with him, went to Mr. Croſibes Houle, 
and ask'd to ſpeak with him, who co- 
ming to em, deſir'd to know their Bu- 
ſineſs ; whereupon the Serjeant told 
him he had a Writ againſt him : A- 


guy me, ſaid he, for What? For 8401. 


aid the Serjeant ; How, ſaid he, 8401.2 


At whoſe Suit, pray? At the Suit of 


Mr. Wilbe Wilful, a Norwich Weaver: 
Very well, ſays Crofsbe, I'll go along 
with you, and put in Bail: Which ac- 
cordingly he did, for he was a very 
wealthy Man, and had the repute of a 
fair Dealer, tho' of a ſurly croſs Tem- 
per, and need not have wanted Bail 
fof as much more. However he ſto- 
mach' d. this. Affront fo much, that he 
was reſolved to be reveng'd of Mr. il. 
ful: To which end he ſends for an At- 
torney, and makes known his Mind to 
him, in the following Dialogue. 

Croſ. I have had ſuch a Trick put up- 
on me, Mr. 7roubletown, that I am ve- 
ty uneaſie till. I have Satisfaction. 

Troubl. What Satisfaction the Law 
dan give you, dir, you need not que- 
ſtion: But pray let me hear the Caſe, 

and 


4 Country and City Attorne. 7 


8 A Norwich Weaver, his Factor, 
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and than I ſhall know the better how to 
judge of it. 

Crc/. Why, Sir, you muſt know that 
Jam a Factor to ſeveral Nor m_ Wea- 
vers, and in particular to one Wilful, a 
Weaver in Norwich, and have cat 
from him at ſeveral times ſince Chriſtmas 


laſt, when we clear'd all our Accounts, 
135 Pieces of Stuffs; for which one 


with another he charg'd me 3 5. apiece, 
and I allow'd him fo for em. But here 
now lies the Difference, he charg d me 
with 140, whereas I received but 135 


and yet he inſiſts upon making me pay | 
kor 140; which I refus d, becauſe [ 
didn't receive ſo many. 


Troubl. Marry, Sir, I think you're 


have all the reaſon in the World on 


your fide, for why ſhou'd you pay for 


more than you had? 


Croſ. You fay very well, Sir: But 
this isn't all : For upon my reiuling to 
pay for theſe five Pieces, what does he 
do, but takes out a Writ. againſt me 
for 140 Pieces, tho' I have paid him 
for 135 of 'em, and arreſts me in an 
Action of 840 J. And this is that which 


VS 92 me. 
Trogbl. 
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a Country and City Attorney. 9 
Troubl. Vexes you, quoth- a? Marry 
it wou'd vex any one, I think, to be 
ferv'd in ſuch a manner as that was: 
120 I'll tell you what I ſay to you, on 
may ſmoke him for it. I think 
ſ:y his 1 57 ies Wilful; but if he be ae er 
ſo wilſul, 
and make him know he was in the 


wrong Box, when he began to meddie 
with you. 


Croſ. But how muſt we proceed, Sir? 
Troubl. O well enough, 
you : You have witneſs, you fay, that 


you received but 95 Preces ? 


Croſ. Yes, yes, Sir: My Servant al- 
ways receives em, and enters em down; 


and ſets down both the day of the 


Month, and by what Carrier they 
were ſent. And to every tiide in my 
Book of Entries, being all of his own 
Hand- writing, he is able to make Oath, 

Traub. That's ſufficient, Sir, and will 


carry 't in any Court in Koglan J -- Why 


then it ſeems you owe him 2 
Cre. Not a Farthing, and yet 

he arrclts me in an * of 8401. 
Troubl. Upon my word you have a 

very good Action of Defamation againſt 


$..-* 7 "og 7 


Fd 


1 ER IL Hi. cs 9d T1 A Is 


I'll give him enough ont, 


| i | Warrant 


. won 


— 


* = ” vs nw 
$67 - "= <a v> — 
2 . A P — — = 


3 * Ap, cv 
We. > oats. 


> IR ; —— 


Q — 
— 

- 

— 


—— —m— 


> wat, — 
8 — — 
— 
— p 
> Wore {oc em 
EW 


———— 
— 


— — INT 


- 8 — 6 > —— * 
——i—ʒ—ʒ — 5 a rn er _ 
K * + . - 


——— 8 . 


——_ A — — — — — , 


10 "A Norwich Faroe, his Fattor, 


Croſ Have I fo, Sir? 
Troubl. Indeed have you, Mr. croſabe. 


I'Il tell you what we'll do; as to his 


Action of 840 l. well plead Non devito, 
that is, we owe him nothing. 


Croſ. But perhaps he'll ſay, we keep 


ſo many Pieces of his Goods in our 
hands; for he Charges me with five 
Pieces. 
Troubl. As to that, Sir, we'll plead, 
Non eſt culpabilis. 
Croſ. Pray, what's that, . 
Troubl. Why that is, Well utterly deny. 
the Fact. Or we may plead, Non eſt fa- 
Gum ; which is a denying that to be 


our Deed, upon which we are implead- 
ed. And I don't doubt but we ſhall 

bring him ſoon to his Now ſum infurms- 
Fas. | e 


Croſ. I don't underſtand your Law- 


Phraſes; but pray tell me what that 


laſt was. 

Troubl. Why that's an Attorney's 1 2 
mal Anſwer in Court, when he has no 
more to ſay in defence of his Client. 

Cre. Very well: Well, II leave the 


platter to you, Sir: But pray let no- 
thing te wanting, for you ſhall want 


ao Mcney, Trouvt. 
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a Country and City Attorney. 11 


Troubl, Why truly, Sir, that's the 
Life of the Cauſe, when all's done. 


- 2 


But there's another thing, Sir; we 


won't be always upon the Defenfve, 


but we'll be upon the Offenſive too: 


You ſhall arreſt him, as well as he ar- 


reſted you. „(000 
Croſ. Why now you ſay ſomething, 
indeed; this is what I'd be at, that 1 


might ſhew him Trick for his Trick, 


But how ſhall I arreſt him? | 


| Treutl. Never trouble your ſelf for 
that, Sir: You have Cauſe of Action 


good encugh: You owe him nothing. 
Croſ. Not a Farthing indeed. 
Troubl. Very well; and yet he arreſts 
you in an Action of 840 /. 1 
Croſ. He did fo; and I have put in 
Bail to't. 1 „ 
FTroubl. Then you've a good Action 


of Def mation againſt him. You are 


in Publick Buſineſs, and are a Factor 
for many Perfons, which is the Buſi- 
neſs you foilow : Now for him to ar- 


reſt you in an Action of 840 J. as if 
| you ow'd him fo much, and refus'd to 


pay him, What can be a greater Defa- 


mation and Scandal to a Man in Buſi- 
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12 A Norwich Weaver, bis Factor, 
neſs 2 You don't know but that upon 
the Noiſe of his Action others may 
take away their Buſineſs from you; 
and your Creditors may come upon 

ou, and fo you may be ruin'd by him. 
Croſ. As to an Action of Defamation, 
for charging me with ſo much Money, 
when I owe him nothing, I think that 


may very well be done. But as to my 


Creditors coming upon me, I have no- 


thing to fear of that ; for I don't owe 


20 J. in London, tho” T have ſeveral hun- 
dreds owing me. 

Troubl. That's nothing to the pur- 
poſe: It aggravates the matter, and the 


Law will conſider it; and therefore 


muſt of courſe be put into the Decla- 
ration, for it will bear a great weight 
with a Jury. N 

Croſ. Well, well; | muſt leave thoſe 


things to you: But bray, Sir, get him 


arreſted, for I long to have that done. 
And if you want any Money, here's 


five Guineas to begin withal. 


Troubl. Sir, I thank you, Til take 
theſe in part, and make you a Bill at 
the end of the next Term, And you 
thall hear of his being arreſted very fade 


denly | | Crol. 
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a Country and City Attorney, 13 
Croſ. IJ pray do, Sir; and lay a 
{winging Action upon him be ſure. 
Troubl. You need not queſtion chat, 
Sir: It ſhall be 1600 l. at leaſt ; for it 
ought ro be double yours. 
Croſ. Order that as you pleaſe, Sir, 
and fo fare wel. 5 
FTroubl. Sir, I'm your humble Servant. 
| Exeunt. 


The Lawyer and his Client being 
parted, he (as the Country Attorney 
had done with Cro{sbe) ſoon ſends down 
a Writ, and gets Wilful the Norwich 
Weaver arreſted in an Ad ion of Defa- 
mation of 1200 J. Damage: Which 
put Mr. Wilful in a great Fret, upon 
which he was fain to conſult his Law- 
yer again: And fo the two Attorneys 
make work for one another; and each 
Client being eager with deſire of Re- 
venge, fer on the Lawyers to do their 
utmoſt ; that is to ſay, to ruine them 
both as faſt as they cou'd; in order to 
which there was a double Suit carried 
on; that is to ſay, a Suit againſt Croſs- 
be for 140 Pieces of Stuff, and a Suit 
apainſt Vilful for Defamation ; and tho 

| (lle 
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14 A Norwich Weaver, bis Fadlor, 
the one was 840 l. and the other 1200 J. 

yet the Difference between em was but 

15 J. in all. The Lawyers knowing 
their Clients to be rich, ſooth'd em up 
in hopes of ruining each other, while 
in the end they agreed to ruine 'em 
both; as will be ſeen in the following 
Dialogue between em: For the Term 
coming on, they boch met together, 
by conſent, at a Tave'n in London; 
_ where they both diſcoufſed each other 
pretty ireely, in the following man- 
ner. 

Makeb. Mr. Troubletown £m yoar 
humble Servant ; I've had a great mind 
to ſee you: For tho we are happily 
_ engag'd againſt each other, yet you and 
have no reaſon to fall out. 

Troubl. Sir, your humble Servant : 
I've as great a mind to drink a Glaſs of 
Wine with you; for the Quarrel is be- 
tween our Chene, and not us: Our 
Buſineſs is to ger Money, and J per- 
ceive they haves a mind to ſpend ſome. 

Makeb. 1 find, Sir, you have a right 
Notion of of 'em, as well as I: My 
Client believes yours to be Purſe- proud, 
and I believe * em both tobeſo : And 

ſince 
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a Country and City Attorney. 15 
ſince they are happily fallen into our 
hands, if we don't make a penny of em, 
we ſhall be wanting to our ſelves. 
Troubl. 1 am perfectly in your Mind, 
Sir; and for ought I perceive they are 
willing enough to let us, provided ws 
can but give give em any colerable En- 
couragement they ſhall overcome. 
Makeb. And for my part I han't been 
backward in that, I was with my Cli- 
ent the Tueſday before I came from 
Norwich, and told him what a hopeful 
proſpect we had of Succeſs, and he both 
gave me Wine and Money ; for I told 
him indeed the carrying on of two ſe- 
veral Suits wou'd be a great Charge. 
Troubl. You are beholding to me for 
that, Sir : For indeed it wou'd have 
been ſufficient for me to have pleaded 
Non debit to your Action of 840 l. and 
ſo to have join'd iſſue, and made an 
end of the Buſineſs. 5 5 
Makeb. For a poor Client indeed that 
had been the readieſt way; but by no 
means in this Caſe, where both have 
Money enough, and want tobe rid on't. 
Troubl. Lou ſay right, Sir, and there- 
fore I was willipg to pleaſe my Client; 
ang 


16 A Norwich aver, bis Factor, 


arreſted upon an Action of Defama- 
tion: And you cant imagine how 
thankful my Client was for that In- 
vention: It tickled the very Cockles of 
r 
Makeb. Well, Sir, I own my Obli- 
gation to you, and am willing to pay 
my Acknowiedgment in a Glaſs of 
Wine. 
Troubl. Sir, I thank you : And while 
you and I underſtand one another, we 
may afford to drink a Glaſs of Wine 
ſometimes. 
f Makeb. And make our Clients pay 
for'e. 
Ti rowbl. Right: Tt will be very neceſ. 
fary, becauſe of concerting Matters to- 
gether : that we may the better know 
how to proceed. 
Makeb. That's very well minded; 
and now you talk of that, I think this 
will bs one very proper way for us both 
to take, Let all things be got ready for 
a Tryal, and when the Day is fix'd, 
and Council fee'd on our ſide, do you 
bring a Habeas Corpus to remove it. 


Fol 


and therefore I contrived to have him 
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a-Country and City Attorney. 17 

Troubl. That'll be an excellent way 
to get Money, but then it muſt be re- 
mov'd into another Court. 

Makeb. No, it ſhan't, for PII get a 
Certiorari to bring it back again. ie 
by that means it will be drove off for 
a Term or two longer. 

Troubl. It will do extraordinary well 
indeed; for ſo there will be Trick for 
Trick, and that will pleaſe both our 
Clients. 

Makeb. True; and then when your 
Caſe comes on, Til do the fame Trick 
for you ; for as long as their Money 
holds out, well find out Ways and 
Means for em to ſpend it. 

Tronbl, Tis fit it ihou” dbeſo; 


For when two Fools themſelves in Law embroil, 
'Tis juſt the Lawyers ſhou'd divide the Spoil, 


The two Lawyers having agreed to- 
gether to eaſe their Clients of their Mo- 
ney, and give em Law for it, parted 
very good Friends, and reſolved to con- 
tinue fo, notwithſtanding the Quarrel 
between their Clients. — To tell all 
the feveral Tricks they us'd to delay 

and put off Trials, and then bring 'em 
on 
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on again, and remove their Suits from 
one Court to another, wou'd be to 
{well this Dialogue into a Volume: 
Let it ſuffice therefore to tell the Rea- 
der, that the Suit was carried on to that 
length, that they had effectually drain'd 
their Clients Purſes, ſo that now they 
cou'd no longer boaſt of thoſe hundred 
Pounds they had to ſpare before; for 
now they wanted *em themſelves to 
buy bread for their own Families. Mr. 

Croſsbe indeed held out the longeſt, as 
he had the beſt Cauſe, and ſtill conti- 

nu'd his Factorage for others, who be- 
liev'd him to be in the right, and there- 
fore wou'd not withdraw their Effects 
from him with whom they always found 
very fair dealing, and very good returns. 
And yet even he firſt ſpent all his ſu- 
pernumerary Pounds; and after that, 
found that the Lawyer drew his Mo- 
ney out faſter than he cou'd get it in; 


and knowing that if he fail'd in his 


Payments to thoſe that had intruſted 
him to fell their Goods, he ſhou'd ſoon 
he ruin'd, kept touch with the Wea- 
vers, paid 'em punctually, but was now 
drove to that ſtrait, that he was forc'd 

to 
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to run upon tick with his Attorney for 


Law, which at laſt made the Wheels 


run neaviiy - and the Lawyer finding 


it was like to be worſe and worſe, it 


made him begin to be almoſt as weary 


as his Client. 
Mr. Vilful, (who was ſuch a one as 
the Proverb tells us never wants Woe) 


could not hold out fo well as Croſsbe, 
becauſe his Money being all ſpent in 


Law, he cou'd not cairy on his Trade, 


which requir'd a conſiderable Stock; 


and the Lawyer devoured that Money 
which ſhould have paid the Wool. Mer- 
chant and the Worſted-Spinner, and 
the Workmen Weavers, who from the 
long continuance of the Law-Suit, prog- 
noſticating he cou'd not long hold out, 


were unwilling to be involv'd in the 
ſame ruine with him; and therefore, 


like the Rats and Mice, forſook the fal- 
ling Houſe, and ſo left tim; and the 
report of his being become infolvent, 
blew him up all at once. And yet find- 
ing his Adverſary to hold cut ſtill, he 
was loth to leave him Maſter of the 


Field; but buoving up himſelf with the 


faiſe hot es of obtaining ſome mighty 
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Advantage over his Adverſary , bor- 


row'd what he cou'd for the Lawyer, 


and made him truſt for the reſt. But 
when Makebate found he was fain to 
leave off his Trade, he ſoon rightly 
judg'd that the Water which made the 
Mill to go, wou'd quickly be dry'd up; 
and thereupon was now for making 
Peace between 'em ; and co that end 
writ a Letter to his Fellow Cheat, (for 
they were no better) that it was highly 
neceſſary for em to conſult together 
before the Term begun; telling him he 


wou'd be in Town ſuch a day, and 


wou'd meet him the next day at the 
Roſe Tavern in Curfitors- Alley near Chan- 
cer) -Lane, at 3 in the Afternoon. And 
there cou'd not have been a happier 
appointment for em both: For as Luck 

would have it, Vilful being then in Town 
alſo, had appointed, with ſome Friends 
of his that interpos d between him and 
Croſsbe, at the ſame place, to meet to- 
gether, but only an Hour after, which 
gave the two Lawyers (after all their 


Roguery) the Opportunity of coming | 


off like honeſt Men. For the Lawyers 
meeting firſt, according to appoint- 
ment, 
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nent, had the following Dialogue 
„ paſs d between em. | 
© | Troubl, Mr. Makebate, your humble 
3 ſervant, Sir; 53 your Te very welcome to 
/ OWNn. 

e | Makeb. I kindly thank you, Sir. Why 
; Pir, I had a great mind to ſee. you be- 
g fore the Term begins, that ſo we might, 
3 Ff poſſible, make an end of it; for 1 
ind we have run it out as long as the 
natter will bear. And ſince our Client's 
Money i is gone, I think tis high time 
he Law. ſuit was ended. 

d || Troubl. ] am altogether of your mind, 
ir; for to tell you the Truth, tho' I 
as willing to proſecute the Suit at my 
lient's Charge, while I got ſomething 
py it, yet I ant willing to carry't on 
it my own Charge, and fo loſe what 
e got already; for now Money 
ds Comes very hard, and he has gone ſome 
1d Pounds upon tick Already. 

o- Makeh, But why do you let him do 
h Ne: 

ir Troubl. Why I'll tell you, Sir; you 
1g Han't but be ſenſible that I have got 
rs fJome bundreds of Pounds by him, as 
i- ell as you have by yours; and I am 
nt, B oy | 
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ſtill troubled with ſuch a Principle 6: 
Gratitude, as wou'dn't let me deny him. 
Makeb. I'll aſſure you, Sir, tho' 1 
ask'd you the Queſtion, I have been 
_ guilty of the ſame Fault my ſelf: And 
to prevent further damage, (for I per- 
ceive their Stocks are both grown veryſ t. 
low) I thought it convenient we met o 
together before the Term begins, to 
prevent any further Proceedings. 
Troubl. I think tis a good motion ; t. 
for ſince nothing's to be got by em, I 
don't know why we ſhou'd have any] b. 
thing more to do with” em. But which 
way can we turn 'em off? 0 
 Makeb, Why, as we firſt ſet 'em to- ff 
gether by the Ears, by telling what] m 
great things we'd do for 'em; ; fo now] y 
let's perſuade? em to agree, by telling 
'em there's nothing more can be done 7 
for em; and fo let each of us plead,ſſ.. 
Non ſum informatus. | Ai 


apy mo oe OR 


Ener Makebate's Man, ; C 
M. Man. Sir, as I was fitting below w 
there came Mr. Wilful to me, and three 
or four Gentlemen with him, and ask'dfſm 


me whether you were here, or no o. 
And! 
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And I told him, Yes, you were above 
Stairs. And he told me he muſt ſpeak 
1 with you by and by; and he is gone 
en into the next room to yours, wich his 
NON Friends. 
rfl Makeb, Well, get you down, and 
er ytake no notice that I know any thing 
netÞf of his being here. 
tot Man. No, Sir, no more I won't. Ex. 
| Makeb. What ſhould the meaning of 
n this be? 
„ If Troubl. E know not what it means; 
NYE but I think it falls out very well: 
chf For now we will preſs the matter home 
for an Agreement. Hiper, And if 
to- they hear us eager at it, it will be ſo 
hat much the better, [Raiſmg bis Voice. } 
Well, Mr. Makebate, What ſay you? 
ling Croſsbe in the next Room. Hark, Mr. 
oneſ Wilful; here's our two Lawyers got to- 
cad gether in the next Room; pray lets be 
Iſilent, and hear what they ſay. 
f Wilf They drink Wine at our 
Charge; but £11 be ſilent, and hear 
DoW what they aryl. 
hree Troubl. Wil you heartily join with 
sk d me, to make up this Difference between 
no our Ciients. 
And B 2 Make h. 
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 Makeb. Alas, Mr. Troubletown, I am 


- To willing to it, that I ſhou'd think ic} 


the beſt Days Work that ever I did in 
my life. It grieves me to {ce 'em ſpend 
fo much Money every Term ; when 
after all, the Advantage will never coun- 
tervail the Charge. 

Troubl. What you fay is very true, 
Mr. Makebate : And ſince the Term is 
now juſt at hand, let us get an end made 


before the Term begins: For if the 
Suit goes further on, the Charge will 


be great; and I muſt appear againſt 
you ; for I am bound in Conſcience 
not to ſee my Client non-ſuited. 
Makeb. The Caſe is the ſame with 
me, Sir: But pray what do you pro- 
poſe towards an Accommodation? 

Troubl. That which I propoſe is this: 
That the two oppoſite Parties, Mr. Croſs- 
be and Mr. VVilfu!, meet together, and 
bind themſelves in a Bond of five hun- 


dred Pounds a- piece, to ſtand to the 
Award of two Men, who ſhall be there- 


by empower'd to make a final Conclu- 
ſion of the matter, and ſo general Re 
leaſes to be drawn on both ſides. 


Ma kel 


em both, if ever there were a couple 
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Makeb. Sir, I agree with you hearti- 
ly; 'tis what's juſt and reaſonable. And 
to ſhew my hearty agreement to it, 
here promiſe to ſpend a Guinea upon 
the Company at the making of it up. 

Troubl. Sir, I'm glad to find you fo 
hearty in the matter; and therefore 
not to be behind-hand with you in 
Generoſity, I promiſe to ſpend ano- 
ther. Ms Os 
Wilful in the next Room. Heaven bleſs 


of honeſt Lawyers, theſe are they. 
Croſ. If I hadn't heard their Diſcourſe 
with my own Ears, Icou'dn't a- thought 


ich they'd have been ſo true to us. 


Milf. Nor J neither, truly. They're 
certainly Men of Conſcience and Ho- 
ne. I” ; 

Croſ. Well, tho' it has colt me a great 
deal of Money, I'm the better pleas'd, 
becauſe an honeſt Lawyer had it. 

Milf. So am I too, I declare it. But 
let's hearken a little more. 

Makeb. Come, Mr. Troubletuwn, here's 
our Client's good Healths. 

Troubl. With all my heart, and to 
their happy Agreement. Go 

_ B 3 Aa keb. 
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Makeb, I heartily wiſh it, J proteſt. 
—— Well, I think that which is to be 
done next, is for me to write to Mr. 


. 
1 


WWiiul to come up to Town with all 


pred, in order to make a final end. 
Wilful in the nat Room, Well, Mr. 

Croſsbe, I think now we had beſt go 

and ſhew cur ſelves to em, end that'll 


prevent ſending down for me. 


Crof. I, by all means, Sir, and fo 


twill be diſpatch'd the ſooner. 
Troub!, That muſt be done as ſcon as | 
poſſible; for my Client, you know, is 
upon the ſpot, and I can ſpeak with 


him preſently. _ e 
M ilſil in the next Room, Going into 
theirs. And ſo you may with me too, 
Gentlemen + Mr. Makebare, how dy 


do? And you, Sir, too; tho' you be 
my Oppoſite, I believe you re an honeſt 


Man, 

_ Troub!, I deſire to be fo, Sir. But in 
the Name of Goodneſs, how came you 
two here together? 

Makeb. I, that's the Myſtery, for 1 
was juſt going to write to you, to de- 
ſire you to come to Town, 
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Milf. | know you was, and that 
ade me come in to fave you the la- 
bour. 
| AZikeb. You know | was Pray, s Sir, 
how cou'd you know i was going ta 
Mr. [write to you? 
po Milf. Becauſe Fou told me ſo. 
arll | Cre: To be plain with you, Gentle- 
men, we were brought together by 
| fo | theſe worth 5 Friends , who wiſh us 
both well, in order to an accommoda- 
1as tion; who were pleas'd co appoint this 
„is | Tavern to be the place of meeting: 
ith | And coming hither, we were had up 
i to the next Room, where hearing you 
nts | mention Mr. Makebate, and knowing 
0, | your Voice, we had the Curiofiry ta 
y* | hearken to your Diſcourſe, which we 
be | found to be honeſter than we expected, 
ft | and were ſo well ſatisfied in it, that we 
made bold to come into your Room, 
in for which we beg your Pardon. 
JU Ma eb. and Troubl. Gentlemen, we 
ate vety much oblig'd to you, and glad 
1 | ofchisunexpected and ſurpriaing Mect- 
e- || ting. 
lf Nay, I was roſolv'd to ſurprize 
YOU, | 
2 B 4 Makes. 
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Charges, the Term being now near at] 


the two Arbitrators withdrew, to con- 


happy Stats, chat the firſt part of their 


five Pieces which he charg'd' Mr. Croſsbt 
Pound. And ſo general Releaſes were 


to be good Friends, 


 Makeb. Truly, Sir, my Deſign in 
meeting with Mr. Trouvletown, was to 
propoſe an Agreement, in crder to fave 


hand. 

Croſ. Sir, we over-heard your whold q 
Diſccuiſe, for which we are obliged to 
you, and do accept of your Propoſal, 
to enter into Bond, to leave it to two Ih 
Perſons ; J and if Mr. VViiful will be wil- JS 


ling, well een leave it to ycu two to ff 
make an end of it. 


Milf. With all my heart, Sir, 
The Bonds being immediately drawn, 
ſult about it; and firſt of all bleſt their | 


Diſcourſe wasn't over-heard as well as 
the laſt. And then. becauſe Mr. Ala be- 
bate had underſtood from Rt. Wilfal, | 
that his Servant on his Death-bed had 
own'd he wrong'd his Maſter of thoſe 


with, he was to allow Mr. Cre{sbe five 
to be giren on both ſides, and all wee 


This 
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This was readily accepted by the 


two Adverfaries ; for Viful now was 


willing to ſabmit, and found too late 
he had been in an Error: And Croſabe 
was well pleas'd that he came off a Con- 
queror, and had five Pound allow'd 
him to be quiet, which (now he'd ſpent 
above five hundred) he was very wil- 
ng to accept. And thus the tedious 


Suit was ended-unto:the mutual Satis= 


faction of both Parties. 


Let him who n) fuch inſtance ever ſaw, 


See here the Fate of then that go to Law 
Thoſe that to Law fir ev'ry Trifle run, 


abe the directeſt way to be unnone -: 


And after many hundred Pounds ere loft, | 
They'll get five Pound in lieu of all thcir Coſt: 
While the deceitſul Lawyer laaghs to ſee 

Litigious Men his Benefacters be, 
They brawl before Men, but ſoon change their Stils 
When they're alone, and at their Clients (ſmile, 
Thaſe who have gotten a Contentions Iteh, 

Are t only Men that make the Lawyers vich, 
Sach-run the Hazard 3 Lamyers.ſet the lain; 
Who ever loſes, they'll be ſure to gains 
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 JJ1ALOGUE I 
BETWEEN 
Spruceman, a Linnen-Draper's Apprentice, 


Mrs. Fricker, a pick'd-up Filt, and 
Ars. Sharper, ber Landlady. 


1 grand Enemy of Mankind 


at firſt made uſe of a Woman to 
ruine our great Giandfather Adam, and 
bring bim into that miſerable Condi- 
tion, which he has ſince bequeath'd to 
all his Poſterity: And the ſame Me- 
thod that he uſed then, he has puiſu'd 
ever ſince; ſtill making uſe of. Women 


for the Deſtruction of Mankind: Wo- 
men have fair Faces, ard fair Tongues, 


tho' they have foul Tails; and with 


the firlt they iniice to the laſt, To diſ- 


cover ſome of doſe many Tntrigues 
they carry on to inſnare Men, and 


bring them into their Clutches, and 


then uſe (or racher bubble) them as 


they 


* * 
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they pleaſe, is the Deſign of this Dia- 

> | logue; chat fo the Simple may beware, 
and avoid theſe Inſtruments of their 
Deſtruction, as they wou'd do the 
Plague ; ſeeing, as Solomon tells us in 
the Proverbs, A whoriſh V/Voman is a deep 

| Ditch, and be that is abhorred of the Lord, 
hall fall therein. 1 - ä 


. Enter Mrs, Tricker overtaking 
Spruceman. 


Tric. Pray, Sir, is this the way to 
Temple- Bar; for I'm a Stranger in the 
| Town, and unacquainted with the 
Streets. I a 
Spruce, Yes, Madam, I am going 
that way, and if you'll go with me, 
ll ſhew it you, „ 
Tric. Sir, I'll gladly accept your kind 
Offer, and {hall eſteem my ſelf very, |} 
much obliged to you: For there is 60 14 
much Rudeneſs in London, I am glad I 
I have met with a Civil Gentleman. 1 
Spruce, Your Servant, Madam: Pray 
do you lodge this way? h 
Tric. Yes, Sir, I lodge at Clare- Mar- 
Let, and when I am at Temple-Bar, I. 
now the way home very well, 


Sgract: 
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Spruce. Nay, Madam, being a Stran- 


ger, I'll ſee you at your Lodging, and 
then you'll be ſafe. 


Tric. Sir, you'll oblige me too much: 


J know not how to make you a ſuitable 


Teturn for your Civility. 
Spruce. Yes, Madam, if you pleaſe 


you can eaſily do that, and oblige me 
lor ever. 


Tric. Let me but know wherein, 
Sir, and you ſhall find I hate to be un- 


grateful. 


Struce, It is not ſo proper, Madam, | 
to diſcourſe that in the Street; but if 


you pleaſe to accept of a Glaſs of Wine, 


Vi! tell you wherein you may infinitely E 


oblige mee. 


Tric. Your Servant, Sir: think it is 


2 little rude to go into a Tavern with 
& Stranger; but the Deſire I have te 
_ oblige you, makes me willing to accept 


your Offer, and to hope that you'll ex- 


cuſe my forwardneſs. 


Spruce. O dear Madam! There wants | 


ne Excuſe for ſo obliging a Conde- 
Tcention : It is for me only to make 


A for you don't need em: 


— Come, Madam, we're now een 


AT 
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at Temple-Bar, and I wink we'd beſt 
go to the Devil, for there's the beſt 
Wine. | 

Tric. I am a Stranger, Sir, and ſo am 
unacquainted; but go whether you 
pleaſe, IH follow you. 

Spruce. You're too obliging, Madam. - 
| They both enter the Devil. Tavern.] Here, 
Drawer, ſhew a Room up Stairs. 

Tric. O dear, Sir, you need not have 
given your ſelf this trouble: Belo] 
Stairs will do well enough. 

Sprace. I beg your pardon, Madam; 
'tisn't ſo proper there: {Enter Drawer, 
ſewing em uf Stairs into a Rooms, 
Drawer, bring up a Bottle of your beſt 
Canary). 

Draw. Iwill, Sir, preſently, 

Tric. Dear Sir, what d'ye intend to 
do ? 


—— 
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. Only to drink a Bottle of 
Wine with you, Madam. And— 

Tric. And what, Sir? 
Spruce. And talk a little. 

Tric. Of what, Sir? — Enter Draw, 

Drau. Sir, here's a Bottle of Facy Ca- 
Aary. 

Spruce. Is it good upon Jour Word 
Now 2 Drau. 
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Draw. *Tis a Flower, Il! aflure you, 

N.,, 

Spruce, Very well. Pray bring up a 

Plate of pickled Oyſters preſently. 
Draw. You ſhall have em, Sir. 
Tric. Why, what dy mean, Sir? 


Spruce. Mean, Madam! Why I mean 


to have ſome Oyſters, becauſe they” re 
good to reliſh a Glaſs of Wine, 
Come, your good Health, Madam. 


Tric. I thank you, Sir : But indeed, 5 


Sir, you ſhou'dn't a grn your ſelf all 
this Trouble. Beſides, I can't ſtay. 

Spruce. Stay, Madam! Why etisn't 
eight a-clock yet: We may very well 
ſtay theſe two Hours. 

Tric. How, Sir | Two Fours.. Why 
what can we Go all the while? 

Spruce. Firſt drink our V Vi ine, and next 

our O fer, eat; 
And Love's Delight hal! be Our + ſecond Treat. 

Tric. I cont underftand you, indeed, 
Sir. 

Spruce. You'll underſtand me better 
by and by. Come, here's my Service 
to you, Madam: Pray how q ye like 
the Wine ? 


Tric. 
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Tric. Very well, Sir, I thank you, 
and fo I do the Oyſters too. — But, 


Sir, now it grows late. 


Spruce. 1 hope it ent to late to be 
erateful. 


Tric. No, Sir ; we ſhou'd always be 


grateful. 


Spruce. Then, Madam, to be plain 


with you, I bope you'll be fo towards 


8 N 

Tric. Pleaſe but to let me know 
wherein I can be ſo; and if I ben't, 
then charge me with Ingratitude, 
Spruce. Madam, you've ſaid enough : 
I've treated you, and Gratitude requires 


you now to do the ſame by me. 


Tric. Another time, Sir, I fhalldo it 
readily ; but now JI think we've had 
enough in reaſon; or if you wou'd 
have more, Til treat you with another 
Bottle. 

Spruce, No, Madam, I want neither 
Wine nor Oyſters: Tis Love that I 
wou'd now be treated with, 

Tric. That's but an aliy Diet, Sir: 
But if that ſatisfies you, know I love 
you. 


Sgrace. 
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- Spruce. The Love that J intend, is 


not fo airy, becauſe it centers in En- 
joyment : For in ſhort, Madam, that 


which I mean by finding of you grate- 


ful, is letting me enjoy the laſt and 
greateſt Favour from you. And if you 


love me, you will doi it. 
Tric. O but that isn't Foneſt, Sir. 


S pruoe. Not honeſt, Madam! Why 


do you reckon tis diſhoneſt to be grate- 
ful? 

Zric. No, TY I know one may be 
grateful, and yet not be diſhoneſt. Be- 
ſides, Sir, by granting what you ask, 


I may be got with Child, and whet 


{hall 1 do then? 
Spruce. O Madam, let not that trou- 
ble you. de you but grateful noẽw; and 


I will, i ſuch a thing ſhou'd happen, 


take care both oi your elf and of the 
Child. What lay you, | Madam? 

Tric. — Excuſe me, Sir: I know not 
what to ſay: For what you ask, I 
muſt not grant; and yet l can't deny 
you. 


Spruce. That ws ebliging, ; ut jeu 


han. be r 
Tov e ſaid enough, end now I's 40 tereſt, 
Trie. 
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Tric. Fie | you are rude— 
Spruce. Madam, indeed nit I: 

I only Take that which you can't Deny. 


Thus did this tricking Jilt, by all her 


faint Denials, ſtir up young Spruceman 


with more eagerneſs to take what ſhe 
was full as willing to beſtow, as he to 


take it; and after they had fatiated 


themſelves in their brutal Enjoyments, 
ſhe countetfeicing her ſelf a Maid all 
the time, young Spruceman was ex- 
treamly pleaſed with her, and wou'd 
needs fee her at her Lodging; which 
after ſome Refuſal, ſhe permitted; and 
not only fo, but had him up into her 
Chamber, where {ending of her Land- 
jady for Wine, they in the mean time 
quench'd their amorous Fires; and ha- 
ving drank their Wine, parted with 
Promiſes of future Meetings. 
The Spaik thus gone, not without 
lea wing a Gratuicy behind him Tricker 
the Jilt acquaints her Landla y with 
what a Spatk ſhe had pick d up; which 
I ſhall repreſent unto the Reader, as a 
Warning to others, in the following 
Dialogue. — . 
Ents 
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Enter Mrs Tiicker, and Sharpzr 
Her Land! dy. 


Trick. Well, I have met with ſpecial 
Luck to nighit': : The Spark you ſaw, 
bas Love and Morn 90 too; aud I have 
had to night of boch for ts from him: 
He was full charg'd with Love; and 
ga VE INC {9 much Satisfaction and De- 
light, J han't been better pleas d this 
many a day. 


Sharp, What, was he an old Game- 


ſter, d've think? 
Tric. I believe not: He didn't go a- 


bout it, as one that had been usd to 


it; but when he was once enter d, per- 
forme with all the Fire and Vigour of 
2 luſty Bridegtioom. 

Sharp. That's well enough: Did you 
make uſe of ſuch an Opportunity? 
Tic. Ves, yes, you may be ſure of 
that: I always mind my Buſineſs, and 
in the heignth of all his Joys, I div'd 
into his Pocket. 

Sharp. What did you pick it then ? 

Trick. Yes, that I did, but not of 
any Money; that T cou'd better get 
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another way: My Buſineſs was to fiſh 
for Secrets there. 

Sharp. You were i'ch' ri; igbt on t; for 
fince he'd got within your 5 Secrets, it 
was but juſt you ſhould dive into his. 
But pray what did you get? 

Tric. A Letter. cafe with ſer vers) Let- 
ters in it; by which I queition not but 
I ſhall foon diſcover enorgh to let me 
know how beſt to manage hirn. 

Sharp. That's next of all to be con- 
ſider d on. Pray fee What Letters he 
has. 


— 


[Tricker opens the Letter- caſe, and reads. 


Tric. Theſe for Francis Spruceman at 
Mr.—— at the Sign of the—— in Corn- 
hil—— $0: Then I know where to 
find him, if he ſhou'dn't come again. 

Sharp. But pray read the Letter, we 
nay gueſs at bis Circumſtances by that, 
aud give the beter gueſs what we may 
make of him. 

Tric. I Will. Readi. 


Son 


—— — 


. Huntingdon, 
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Son Francis, 
OU write me word that you Want 
Money for your Pocket, and to buy 
feme Commodities which you trade in for 
your ſelf: As for your Pocket, I ſuppoſe a 


little will ſerve ; for] wou'd have jou a 


good hu band; and then I am ſure you need 
not ſpend much: And as for trading for 


your ſelf, I am not free to it, unleſs it be 
with your Maſter's allowance ; for I wow'd 
bave you do nothing clandeſtinely, how much 
oe ver it may be for your Advantage; but 
that you may come out of your time, and ſet 
up with a clear Reputation, And if your 
Maſter allows it, and the thing be fair, you 


ſhall want no Monty upon that account. But 


pray avoid all evil Courſes, (eſpecially Wine 
and Women) as you tender your 6wn Repu- 
tation, and expect the Bleſſing of 

ur loving and 


June 4 1795. affettionate Father, 


Thomas Spruceman. 


Sharp. 


3 Fr fn © „ 
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Sharp. This is a good honeſt Letter 
from the Fools Father, and I find there's 
Money to be m \de of him. The 
young Rogue writes to his Father it 
ſeems that he deals in Commodities 
himſelf ; but his Father little thinks 
what ſort of Commodities they be: 
However 'tis a fair Pretence for him to 
get Money of bis Father. 
Tric. Right: And if he does but get 
it, I'll find out ways to make him ſpend 
it. For I don't know but I may be got 
with Child by him, and then he llhave 
that to provide for, 5 
Sharp. Whether you are or no, you | 

may pretend you are; and that will do 
as well. 
Tric. But what ſhall I do with this 
Letter-caſe ? Here are ſeveral Letters 
in it that relate to Buſineſs, that will 
ſignifie nothing to me. 
Sharp. Firſt take that out that comes 
from his Father, and keep it : For by 
that you may keep him in awe, and 
get Money by him. And then give the 
reſt to one of our Bullies, and let him 
go to him as if he had found it, and 
ſo get a Piece of Money of him for 
bring- 
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N bringing i it to him. For in ſuch Caſes, 


Wherein they know themſelves tardy, 


they'll be always very civil. 

Tric. | like the firſt Part of your Ad- 
viſe, but not the ſecond : For I believe 
'twill be better to keep the Letter-caſe 
till he comes to fetch it; and if he 
ſnhou'd not come, then III carry it my 
ſelf: And let me alone to make my 
Market of it. 

Sharp, Well, take your own Way 5 
I believe that may do as well. 

Tric. Nay, I'm ſure 'twill do better 
- I'ii manage it; and I'll put his Fa- 

ei's Letter amongęſt the ret, that he 
may niſs nothing. 

Sharp. Then you ruſt take a Copy 
of it. 5 
Pic. That I e and 4 will 


have it in my Power to ruine him, if I 


he don't anfwer my Demands, when 

he thinks nothing of the matter. 
Sharp. Thats very well contrivd, 

Now let's to Bed. 

For we this Night have ſuch a Plat form laid, 

By which g o ſtore of Money will be made: 

For if within our Clutches once we take em, 


They ſhall do what we lift, or elſe well make em. 
It 
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It is now time to return to young 
Spruceman, Who the next Morning 
ſearching for his Letter caſe, in which 
there was a Note of Goods to be ſent 
into the Country, he cou'd by no 
means find it; which put him into no 
little Conſternation; not knowing what 
to imagine was become of it. At lait 
recollecting what paſsd in his laſt 
Night's Debauch, he was fatisfy'd it 
muſt be leit either at_the Tavern, or 
at his Mifs's Lodging: So away goes 
he to the firſt place, where not finding 
ic, he repairs to his Miſs's Lodgings; 


ho ſeem'd overjoy'd to ſee him, tel- 
ling him (without asking) ſhe was 


mighty forry he ſhou'd leave his Letter- 
caſe in her Chamber, but ſhe had pre- 


ſerv'd it carefully for him; which he 


very joyfully received, and looking 'em 


over, found every thing there that he 


wanted, which made him much the ea- 
fier. Mrs. Tricker then ask'd him when 
ſhe ſhou'd ſee him again; and told him 
how great a Kindneſs ſhe had for him; 
for ſeeing he had got her Maidenhead, 
no Man but he ſhou'd ever have to do 
with her. With which the Coxcomb 

was 
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was fo charm'd, he knew not how to 


leave her, but muſt needs repeat again 
the laſt Night's Follies; and then gi- 
ving her more Money, he took his 
leave, and expected to hear no more of 
his Lady : But ſhe wasn't fo eafily 
turn'd off, as ſhe was brought on; and 
he ſhall ſoon find to his Coſt, that he 
that dances will be made to pay the Pi- 
per.— Mrs. Tricker having heard no- 
thing more of her Spark in two Month's 
time, began to give him over for loſt ; 
and fo thought it was now high time 
to make a Penny of him. And having 


© conſulted the Methods that were to be 


taken with Mrs. Sharper, ſhe tricks up 
her feif in her beſt Accoutrements, 
and away goes ſhe to Cornhil, and re- 
pairs to the Shop where Mr. Spruceman 
was Apprentice, under the ſpecious 
Errand of buying a piece of Holland; 
and baving found him there, ſhe didn't 
doubt of making her Market, The 
young Man was extreamly furpriz'd 
at the ſight of her that brought his Sin 
to remembrance ; eſpecially for fear 
ſhe ſhould have blab'd out ſomething 
to his Maſter that might have been his 
| Ruine, 


bis Miſs, and his Landlady. 45 
Ruine, and therefore attended her with 
1 gil the Diligence imaginable, that ſhe 
night have no Opportunity to ſay any 
is thing to any body but himſelf. And 
f is Maſter being call'd away, he had 
y the Opportunity to ask her how ſhe 
d Eid, and to deſite her to go to the Ship 
& þnd Caſtle Tavern, promiſing to come 
l- Fo her preſently ; which ſhe immediate- 
O- fy did, taking the Holland along with 
5 ther, which ſhe made him pay for. Ha- 
ing done what Buſineſs he had in the 
Shop, he takes with him ſome Bills to 
18 Feceive Monies, which was his Errand 
zut; and ſo goes to the Tavern; 


ap Bvhere between his Miſtreſs and him 
5 here paſs d the following Dialogue. 
an 


Spruce. Madam, your humble Ser- 
rant : Pray how came you to find me 
d; wut 2. : = 
Tric, Why I came into the City to 
; 0 uy ſome Holland, and a lucky Chance 
irected me to the Houſe where you 

yd; and ſo I came to ſee you, or 
Iſe I believe you'd neꝰ er ha come after 
4 | 


C Spruce, 
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Spruce. Don't ſay ſo, Madam, pray; 
for it has been a buſie time with us, fo 
that I had no Opportunity to come. 

Trick, You Sparks are never without 


an Excuſe ; tho' I confeſs you have hit 


on none of the beſt, in making the Long- 
vacation a time of much Buſineſs. 

Tric. Nay, Madam, you are miſta- 
ken there; for tho the Long-vacation 
be a kind of a Ceſſation from Buſineſs 


with my Maſter, it is not ſo with his 


Mien; for then we look over our Shops 
For the whole Year, and ſet all things 
to- rights; beſides, the not having much 


to do, keeps us at home, becauſe we 


have no Buſineſs to call us abroad. 
Tric. Why truly, Sir, you have made 
It out better than I expected: But, 
Sir, I have a more important matter, 
(I am ſure a matter that concerns me 
much more) to tell you of ; and that 
is, that I am with Child by you, and 
almoſt three Months gone. E 

Spruce. With Child by me, Madam 
It is impofſible you ſhould be with Child 
by me, and be almoſt three Months 
gone. It is not ſo long ſince I knew 
Jou fiſt, 5 


Tric. 
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Trick, You forget your ſelf extreme- 
ly Sir, it was upon St. Fames's Day, 
+ know by a very good Token, and 
now it is Michaelmas ; which is at leaſt - 
ten Weeks, and pray what does that 
want of three Months. But I perceive 
you young Sparks are better at getting 
of Children, than at keeping Womens 
Reckonings. And for ſaying it is im- 
poſſible I ſhould be with Child by you, 


I wonder at you, when you know how 


often you have deſerv'd for it: For 
the you were with me but twice in- 
deed, yet you made uſe of your Time. 
Beſides, if you ſhou'd deny it, I cam 
prove it by my Landlady, whom you 


ſent for ſome Wine at my Lodgings, 


and what you did with me in the 
mean time, you know well enough ; 


but it ſeems ſhe made more haſte chan 


we did, and found us engag'd; but 
being modeſt and civil, wou'dn't ſpoil 
our Sport, but ſtaid till we had done. 


This, 1 think will be ſufficient Proof 


on my fide. But I need not ſtand upon 
Proof, for my own Oath will be e- 
nough; and therefore pray, Sir, don't 
go about to put any Tricks upon me, 

C 2 but 
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but take care to provide for the Child 
you have got. 5 | 
_ Spre. You ſeem a little angry, Ma- 
dam, I wou'dn't have you be in ſuch a 


. 


Trick. Ithink I have enough to put 
me in a heat, to be over. come by your 
Promiſes of Love and Kindneſs, to let 


you do your Will with me, and then 


never come at me for ten Weeks toge- 
ther, and having got me with Child, 
and . ſpail'd my Fortunes, then tell me it 
is impoſſible. But I can make it ap- 
pear even to your Maſter or Miſtreſs 


either, that it is not impoſſible, for! 


won't be fool d. 5 ES 
Spruce. Pray Miſtreſs , don't talk fo 
loud, . you don't know who may be in 
the next Room and over-hear us: My 
Reputation istender, and it may be ru- 
in'd by ſuch an Accident. | 
- Trick. I think I have reaſon to ſpeak 
Sir; You take no care at all of my 
Reputation; and therefore J have no 
great reaſon to take care of yours. 
Spruce. You are too haſty, Madam: 
I was a little ſurpriz'd at firſt, and didn't 
think of any ſuch thing. > 
IR 2 
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Sir, for I put it to you, before I yield- 
ed to your defires: And you told me, 


with you; and don't deſerve to be treat- 


de as good as my Word. 


and I ſhall begin to think you an ho- 
neſt Gentleman. N 


- Spruce. Then I hope you were the 
| better pleas'd Madam? And I believe 
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Trick. I wonder you can fay that, 


that if it were ſo, you would provide 


both for me and the Child: So that! | | 


dealt very honeſtly, and above-board 


ed thus by you. 

Spruce. Pray Miſtreſs govern your 
Paſſion, and don't put your Temper 
into a Ferment, but be eaſie. I now 


remember indeed what you ſaid, and |} 


what I promis'd ; and ſince it is fo, I'll 


Trick Now you fay ſomething Sir, 


Spruce. I wou'd have ſaid as much 
before, but you woudn't give me leave, 
For I was indeed a little ſurpriz'd that 
you ſhou'd be got with Child by me. 

Trick, J don't know why it ſhou'd ; 
for I am ſure you acted with all the 
Vigour that a Man cou'd do, 


you were as brisk and vigorous as I was. 


G3 Trick. 


* *L..- Ire — 
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Trick, I believe as much, Sir; for I 


- ated according as J lov'd you ; which 


now troubies me the more, to find my 


Love is flighted. 


Spruce, You are miſtaken, Madam, 1 
don't ſlight your Love. 
Trick. If you don't flight my Love, 


then 1 hope you'll rake the beſt care 
you can of me, in this Condition, and 
marry me wich the firſt Opportunity, 
that our Child mayn't be: counted a 
Baſtard. 

Spruce, How, Madam Marry you: 
Was there any ſach Word mention'd 2 
Nay, or ſo much as Thought? Fm 
ſure there never was by me; and Lam 


ſure you never ſpoke one Word on t, 1 
was never ſo mad yet. | 
Trick. But J am ſure Honeſly re- 


quires it ſhou'd be fo. 


Spruce, Look ye ODE : Honeſiy 


wasn't concern'd in this Caſe; "Twas 
'only a Trick of Youth : | had a mind 


to know how 'twas, and fol perceive 


had you: And we have both had our 
Fancy ; and if there be a Child in the 
Caſe ic muſt be taken care of. And 


this is al that 1 know of the mater, and 


all 


ETW 
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all that T pretend: For as for Honeſty, 
that wou'd have forbid any fuch Pra- 
ices at all: For Honeſty requires that 
Folks be married firſt, and not after- 
wards, 5 5 

Trick. Well, Sir, what Proviſion will 
you make for the Child? . 

Sprace. You are too haſty Madam; 
tis but ten Weeks ſince twas got, and 
there are thirty Weeks to come, before 
it will be born, at leaſt according to 
Ariſtotle's Reckoning. However, here's 
fomething in the mean time. And I'll 
come and fee you very ſuddenly. _ 

Trick. Well, Sir, upon that Condi- 
tion, Til cake what you have given 
me. You may come and take another 
Game at Tick rack when you pleaſe, for 
now, you know, there's no more dan- 
ger. 5 „ | 
 Srruce. No, not unleſs you ſhou'd 
have Twins upon it. 

Trick. There's no fear of that, Sir,—- 
F hope you'll pardon what J have faid, 
Sir: Your queſitoning the Truth of 
what I ſaid, put me into a little heat; 
but now all's over, and I ſhou'd: be 
glad to oblige you in any. thing I can. 

5 F 
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Spruce. Madam, one Kiſs, becauſe ! 
am in haſte, and muſt be gone. 


Trick. That you ſhall have, and any 


thing beſides that I can give you. 
Spruce, We'll take a more convenient 
time for that, when we meet next. 
| Execunt. | 
Being thus got rid of his Miſtreſs, he 


et home, and pretending not to 


be well, he went up to his Chamber, 


where he vented his Uneaſineſs in ſuch 


Words as theſe. 
Spruceman alone. What hard Luck 


| had I, that did but once tranſpreſs, and 


muft-be always plagu'd for it! How 
can I ever anſwer't to my Father, if he 


fhou'd come to know I have debauch'd 
my ſelf with a lewd Woman, and got 
a Baſtard by her! A Baſtard, beſides the 
Shame and the Diſgrace, will be a con- 
ſtant Charge pon me, which 1 cann't 


bear at preſent, and yet there's no a- 


young Well, I muſt give the Whore 


a piece of Money, and ſo get 11d of her 


for good: But I don't know whether 
all that will do: The damn'd Jade had 
the Impudence to mention marrying 
her! No, Mrs. Jilt, you are miſtaken 


there: - 
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there: I'd court the Plague firſt, and 
be married to my Grave, ere I'd have 


| any more to do with her, whate'er ſhe 


talks of being got with Child; this is 
ſome common Jade that walks the Streets 
and knew the way to Temple- Bar as well 
as I did: But the inſinuating Devil 
ask'd me the way only to draw me in, 
and then to make a Prize on me, as 1 
perceive ſhe now deſigns. The Jade 
wou'd fain have drawn me im again to 
her adulterous Embraces, andoffer'd it 
at ſuch a fulſome Rate, as has quite. 


turn'd my Stomach. I hate. the. very 


fight of her, and yet muſt carry'c fair 


to her, left ſhe ſhou'd let my-Maſter 


and Miſtreſs. know of it; for ſhe has 
had the Impudence to tell me, ſhe'd. 
make the thing appear both to my Ma- 
ſter and ray. Miſtreſs. Well, it almoſt: 
diſtracts me; and I methinks look juſt 
like one at th place of Execution, giving 
Advice to all young Men, by my Ex- 
ample :0 avoid leud Women; and I 
believe cou'd do it full as heartily as 
they. I know not what will be the I.. 
ſue of it, but I have nothing but a 
ProſpeR. of Deſtruction now before ma. 
: Ws. There 
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There is no ſtopping of her Tongue, 


without applying Golden Balſam to 


Her Hand; and for ought I know, with- 
out applying a more precious Balſam 
fomewhere elſe too: But that I utterly 


_ reſolve againſt, I've parted with too 


much of that already; I'll play no 
more wich her at Tick tack as ſhe calls 
it — And where to come by Money 
to ſupply her with, except I wrong my 
Maſter on't, I know not: And then to 
wrong my Maſter, will be to play the 
part of treacherous Judas, and bring 
Diſhonour both to. God, my Parents, 
and my ſelf: And yet to ſuch a curs'd 
neceflity as this, has my committing 
Lewdnefs with this accurſed Woman 


brought me. — Well, I've a Friend, 


(hut what will he ſay to me, when he 


knows it 2) to. whom I muſt diſcover 


this Intrigue, and get him to affift me, 
both with his Purſe and Perſon. 


Aud when 1 am but once rid of this Whore, 
Til keep my ſelf at home, aud ſin no mare. 


Spruceman, (Purſuant tohisRefolution) 
goes to a near Relation here in Town, 
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and tells him the whole matter, as 1s 
before related; and after the Profeſſion 
of a hearty. Penitence for his paſt Folly, 
deſires his Counſel and Aſſiſtance: He 
(glad to hear him. truly penitent for 
ſuch an Error as moſt young Men com- 


mit, but few repent ot) promiſes both; 


in order whereunto he charges him,as he 
will anſwer't at his utmoſt Peril, that he 
never wrongs his Maſter ; and if he has 
done fo, to let him know it, that he 
might give him Money to repay it: 
Next he adviſes him to fee the Jilt he 
had been drawn aſide by, and have her 
to the Tavern, privately leaving word 
at the Bar for ſuch a Number, and then 
let him alone to come and act the reſt; 
telling him he wou'd come and perſo- 
nate. his Maſter, and cauſe her to re- 
fund the Piece of Holland that ſhe took; 
and by that means ſhe'd tell her Tale to 


| him, as if he was his Maſter ; and his 


Maſter need not know ic. Things thus 
concerted, he and his Kinſman part, 


| having appointed firſt the Day and 


Hour of meeting, oy 
Return we now again to Mrs. Tricker, 
whohaving got a piece of Holland andſome 
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Money too from Spruceman, came home] 


well fatisfy'd, and thus recounts her 


Travels to her Landlady. 
Trick. Well, Landlady, I have met 
with Spruceman to dayx. 
Sharper. And pray what ſaid he to 
you? 


Tiial. As ſoon as he ſaw me, his Coun- 


tenance chang'd, and he look d as if he 


cou'dn*r help it. And his Maſter being 
by, he took no notice of me, but ſeem'd 
to be mighty uneaſie. At laſt, his Ma- 


ſter was call'd out, and then he ask'd me 


how I did, and told me he was glad to 


ſee me, and bid me, if I lik'd that piece 


of Holland, take it with me, and go over 
to the Ship and Caftle-Tavern, and he'd 
come to me, which Idid, and he came 
e 


Sharp. And what Diſcourſe had you 
with him there ? 


Trick. Why when he came thither, 


1 tax'd him with Unkindneſs in not 
coming to ſee me; which he excus'd 


with multiplicity of Bufineſs : But ne- 
ver any Creature feem'd ſo much con- 
cern'd as he did, when I told him I was | 
with Child by him, which he told me 

8 l was 


was impoſſible. 


but three Crowns beſides : 
cann't imagine how ſhy he was ; For 
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And then was I fain 
to hector and threaten , and made as if 


| TI wou'd have acquainted his Maſter and 


Miſtreſs with i it's 
a loud Voice, 


and ſpoke with ſuch 
that he end me to 


ſpeak ſoftly, and told me ſince it was 
| fo, he would take care of me and the 


Child. So that without pretending to 
be with Child, 


there wou'd ha' been 
nothing done. But by that pretence I 


have not only got this piece of Holland, 
But you 


tho” I gave him an Invitation to take 
another Rubbers with me, yet he put 


ic off, and pretended he cou'dn't ſtay, 


but promis'd to come and fee me very 


ſuddenly, and then he wou'd. 


Sharp, Hang him, if he has no 


mind to the Game, you'] have but little 


good of him, 2nd therefore be ſure you 
make what you can of him. For, I 
find, if he bleeds, he muſt be frighten'd 
into what he does. Id have you ſend 

aptain Bluff to him, and let him pre. 


tend to be your Husband, He may get 


a piece of Money of bim, and you 
may go half Snacks. 
Trick. 
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Trick, No, I don't like that ſo well; 
for if I havea Husband, then I cann 0 
put him upon keeping the Child. And 
therefore F think I had beſt get what I 
| can from him under pretence of the 
Charge of Lying-in, and providing 
Cloaths for the Child, and other inci- 
dent Charges, and after all that's done, 
1 have another way to make a Penny 
on him, which you perhaps Never 
thought on. 
Sharp. Pray what Way 5 that? 
Tric. Why Ill tell you, I'll go to a 


MF Proctor in Doctor's Commons, and dreſs 


my ſelf up with a great Belly, and tell 
him that tis Spruceman got it, and tell 
him his Circumſtances, and what a 
Penny he may make of him; by 


threatning to bring him into the Fer | 


tual Court; and I'm fure this will al- 

moſt fright the 77;/ey out of his Wits. 
Sbarp. Vell, bar Wind will you ge: 

by all this: 2 4 
Tric. Why before I tell him any 


thing, Fil make an Agreement with 1 


him to go half Snacks in what he 
gets, 


Sharp. 


my, ww. 


5 UW Gu TV en” .TTOAWO 


| Money too. 
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Sharp. That's well enough : But then 


Fl cell you what you ſhall do, in or- 


der to that, tell him you have been in- 
form'd againſt by ſome of your mali- 


cious Nei hbours, and that a Proctor 
has been with you, and you have been 
forc'd to tell che Truth: And ſo they 


intend to come to him; but let bim 


know that you have deſir'd him to- 
come very civilly, and that it is your. 
Advice to him, that he wou'd give him: 
a piece of Money, and fo make an 


end of it; for you muſt tell him, that 


to be brought into Dottor's Commons, 18 
the Devil and all; for there's no Coutt 
ſo wicked as the Spiritual Court: For if. 
it proceeds, they'il bring him to ſtand 


in a white Sheet, at St. Peter's Church, 


and make him do Pennance ; which 
will fo fright him, that he'il be wil- 


ling to give a good round Sum, I'll 


warrant him, tho” he ſteal it from his 


Maſter. | 
Trick, Let him ſteal it where he will, 


| that's nothing to me, fo I do but get it. 
Sharp. You are in the right for that; 


and I believe in a fair way. to get the 


Young 
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Young Spruceman being uneaſie fot 
fear Tricker ſhou'd come to him again, 
gets his Kinſman to deſire his Maſter to 
let him go out of Town with him for 
two or three days, which his Kinſman 
did, and his Maſter very willingly 
granted. And then they agreed to make 


a Viſit to Mrs. Tricker. Spruceman pro- 


pos'd the going to her firſt, and bring- 
Ing her to the Tavern; and there his 
| Kinſman ſhou'd come and take em to- 
gether : But his Kinſman was for go- 
ing up after him into the Chamber 


- where ſhe lay, in hopes he might there | 


find the Piece of Holland that ſhe had of 
him , and thereby ſo much Money 


wou'd be ſav'd: Upon which the 


Kinſman's Advice was follow'd. The 
| Matter thus refolvd on, they went 

together to the Place, with a Friend of 
his Kinſman's that was a Conſtable; 
and Spruceman going up firſt, and find- 


ing his M.ſi at home, accoſts her thus: 
Sprueeman. Dear Mrs. Tricker, you fee I 


am nowas good as my Word; and have 
took the firſt Opportunity I cou'd to 
exe You a Vildk 

2 e Bie 


om hay e — yy — 


| fo brisk as you were at firſt : 
Man chat is all Life and Spirit; not one 


—— 


_— — 
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Tric. Sir, You are heartily welcome; 
J thought 1 ſhou'd have ſeen e 
more. 

Spruce. Why ſudu'd you entertain ſo 
unkind a Thought of me; you know 
I cann't come when I wou'd: But 


where's your Landlady ? [ Enter Sharp. ] 


Sharp. At your Service, Maſter ; rea» 
dy to fetch a Bottle of Wine for you. 
Spruce. You know your Buſineſs, I 1 


perceive; Here's Money, go fetch it | 


Quickly. 
Sharp. I will, 1 
Tric. Well, Sir, ik we hall do any 
thing, let's loſe no time, for Mrs, Sbar- 
per will be here again preſently. 
Spruce. Do any thing. my Dear! Yes, 


yes, yes, we 1! do ſometbing to be ſure; 


But 1 don't love to be hurried, or to do 
any thing raſhiy: I love to drink ficlt, 


And then we'll go to it. 


Tric. 1 find Mr. Spruceman, you an't 
J lovea 


that rakes up fo much time in thinking 
what he'll do 'ere he begins. Bur, hark, 
I think the Door is open'd : Here's Mi- 
{trils Sharper come back again already. 
Spruce, 


— 8 — 


"NR 


Bill at eſtminſter? I fee I have a truſty 


vant? 
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on Well, what cou'd we ha' done le 


in this ſhort ſpace! li 


Tric. We might have had one Rub- 
bers well enough, if you had but been [ 
8 

Enter Xin/man and Conf able m 
Rinſman O cou'd ye ſo ? I do believe ſb! 
that, but [ſhall ſpoil your Sport: So Gen- 
rleman! Is this your going to receive a 


Setvant of you. And now I find that 
what { heard is true, I have been told 
indeed you follow d naughty Women, 
and I fee plainly that tis true enough, 
Tric. There's no naughty Women 
here, Sic, Fil aſſare you. S 
Kin. How, Fapude nce, no naughty Pin 
Women here ; pray what are you, that 
you keep Company thus Wich. my Ser- 


Tric. Your Servant, Sit 2 1 don't 
know that he is your Servant. 


Kinſ. But I do, and I know tis ſuch | 
impudent Women as you are, that de-| D 
lude him. Come Mr. Conſtable, pray 
ſearch the Chamber; I have loſt a greatÞiv 
many Goods, and I don't know but IÞe: 
may find ſome of em here. Frey 
| oO 
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e look into theſe Drawers; they look 
like the Repoſſ cory of ſtollen Goods. 


Jo Conf? ab, Here's a picc2 of Holand here, 


n II know not whoſz it is. 


Kinſ. III ſwear this 3 is mine; here's 
my very Mark upon't; 1 How came you 


ve by this, pray Miftrifs 2 

n- Tic. Why your Man, if he be fo, 
a {made me a Preſent of ic. 

ly J. Kin. to Franc, How, yourg Man! 
lat Ido you make Preſents of nv Goods? 
Id | Spruce, Sir, She came to our Shop, 
n, land cheapen'd ſome Goces, and took 
flit away with her. 

2n | Kinſ. O did the ſo? Mr. Conſtable 
J pray take care of her, Vil do her Bu- 
ity ſineſs for her, il warrant her. 

nat Tric. Pray Str, don't charge me with 
er- ny fuch thing, for I do aſfure you "ris 


all falſe: For this young Man invea- 


2N't pled Mme, and promis'd nie Marriage, 
and ſo got me wich Child; and Rave 

uch ne this piece of Cloth to make { lome 

de-Ulouts of. 

ray . Kinſ. He give it yon! He cou'dn't 

treat ive it you without he ſtole it z. and the. 

ut Receiver is as bad as the Thi lick. 


Pray EY Sprucs. 


look 


—— 2 


8 dale wicked Courſes and Company, 
don't know but | may. 


the Conſtable took a more particul: 


mong which they found the Copy off 
Letter to Spruceman's Father, whi 


her to the Matrons of Bridewe. ark 


couple of Midwives , they not onlf 


Have her before a Juſtice of Peace, b 17 


—— —-— . — — —— — — 
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have done, and I'll tell "POR: all ch f 


Spruce. Pray Sir, forgive me what 


Matter. 
Kinſ. If you'll promiſe 1 me to forſakfp 


C 


A 
a 


Upon this Promiſe, Spruceman toll 
the beginning of his Intreague wit b 


Mrs. Tric. and how ſhe pretended to b 


with Child; and how ſhe had madf's 


him promiſe to maintain both her an; / 


it. And thereupon the Kinſman an be 


View of what was in her Chamber, 


they prefencly burn'd, and then toc 
Mrs. Tric. along with them, and haf 


there cauſing her to be ſearch'd by 
found ſhe was not with Child; but alt,” 
that ſhe was a common Strumpet, ark 
had ſeveral Times receiv'd the Corre 
ction of the Houſe. Upon which th 
Conſiable did her the kind Office if . 


* 


Ver 
® 


whom ſhe was committed to Bride u. 
N 


P__ ————— 
= ** — — . — 
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lat here to beat Hemp am 
TONS: 
h@f the Fraterni y; ber 5 | 
eching of her T vl ſh e 
Gil the B ayl, Ihe was let blood 
; * e! one of the Beadles : 
n | | " HS ; 
fas {> e onref __ er . 
tolhat Harpy 8 
Kev ak —_ * afterwards a very 
0 oung Mann 
7} RC ö 
mad Le, ſee, young Men, and hence I 4 
- and f ſalling into aleud Woman's 9 - eaten | 
ind come not neat the Ch TOY | 
| ANThe/r ways are Death ene 3 ar go 
culalſhey take their Saw Steps ee 1 
| 3 $ 1h ay 
Ir, a 23 ls wntil they ve caught their Prone | 
/ of rk 7 nee ent ang led him, their Care 
ki to keep him faſt, within their Snare: 
hic praiſe Miſchief is their chieſeſt Joy; . 
tooffor care they what they do ſo they deſt 9 5 
4 bak thouſand Lies they care not, if they 2 5 
E en 
, 1 ' 
np!!! Cans 
ond that ſhe might of him a Cully make 
it al [oat damn'd Dewices did ſhe undertake ? 
. 5 Ind then the better to befool the Elf, 
ty Ml be with Child ſhe quickly feigns ber ſelf : 
LOIrrgqpen does again provoke him unto Sin 5 
ch t Jud duns for Money for her Lying: in : 
nice | nd next reſolves ſhe'll to a Proctor go, 
3 at ſhe his Reput at ion might overthrow; 
23" nd lay for him ſuch a Deſtruttive Train, 
F 5s at ſhe her Jelf might half the Money gain; 


But 
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But Spruceman's Kinſman [erv'd her in her kind, 


When fb: in Bridewel was to th Laſh: conſign'd © 


By which the Web ſhe had jo finely wrought, 
Was in a moment unto nothing brought. | 
May all juch Jilis as ſhe be flang'd with Holly, 
And all young Men learn to beware of Folly 


1 


Dx ALOGUE III. 


Between Cornutus a Cuckold, Meretri- 


cia his Wife, and Heetor her Gal- 
lant. 


nutus. Why look ye, Wife, Fl 
be a Fool no more; to ſup on 
N20 and Cheeſe and drink ſmall Beer, 
| whilſt you and your Gallant can feed 
on Capons, and tipple with Canary 
and good Clarret. 

Meretricia. Why how now, Jacka- 
napes? Dye know who you tel your 
Tale to? Sup on Bread and Cheeſe, 
dye ſay? Marry you're mightily hurt 
indeed” What's better for the Stemach 
{then a ſparing Supper? And as for 
I AJSmall Beer, that's fitteſt for ſuch a Pa- 
per-{cull'd Lump of Mortality as you 
Jare. Beſides, even that is more than 
you earn, or more than you deſerve 
either. You'd have Capon, and Sack, 
and Clarret, and be choak'd to you, 
_ wou'd 


-63 and her Gallant. 
wou'd ye? In good time indeed! I 
hope you'll help to get it then: Wou'd 
any but ſuch a Sot as you are, lie lazing 

at home all day, and let all the Burden 
lie upon your Wife? Tis like ye indeed! 

But I'll aſſure ye, Tll take another courſe 
with ye, if ye don't mend your man- 

ners, and that quickly too. 

Cor. Why what will you do? 

Mer. Why, dm ke ye— _ 

Cor. A Cuckold perhaps. 

Mer. That is'nt to do now, Good- 
man Sneaks. 

Cor. I believe ſo too, truly. 

Mer. Why it you are a Cuckold, tis 
your own fault: For if I did'nt get ſome- 


thing, I might ſtarve, and fo might 


you too. 

Cor. A very pretty Excuſeindeed 
you muſt play the Whore, or elſe you 
muſt ſtarve! Why if you were an ho- 
neſt Woman, nothing could make you 
play the Whore. 

Mer. Whore, Sirrah ! Why you im- 
pudent Raſcal, you; call me Whore 
again, and Ill break your Head. 

Cor. Why you won't offer to fight 
Will you: 


Mer. 
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Mer. You had'nt beſt. provoke me 
further ; for if you do, you ſhall find 
whether I'll fight or no, 

Cor. But heark ye, Wife; who do 
you think was here today? _ 
Mer. I cann't tell: who was it? 


Cor. I won't tell you, becauſe vou 


are ſo ill condition'd. 
Mer. Nay, prethee dear Lovee do. 


Cor. No, not I; I ſhall have nothing 
but ſmall Beer and Bread and Cheeſe, if 


J do, 


Mer. Thee ſha't have any thing Child, 


if thee wou't but tell me. 


Cor. May be you'll break my Head if 


I do; and fo it may be dangerous — 


Mer. No,no; that was but a haſty 


Word: You know when I'm provok'd, 

Fil talk a little, but that's all. But pre- 

thee tell me who it was that was here? 
Cor. You ſee what an eaſie — Cuc- 


kold I was going to ſay, Iam; fora, 
few good Words has prevail'd upon 


me. — Why it was— But will you an- 
(wer me one Queſtion firſt? 


Mer. The Man's a Fool, I think 
Either tell me, or — Cor. — Or: 


what : * 
, | D ; Aer. 


Wh » | 
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{wer that C 
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Mer. Or you may let it alone, if y ou 
will: who cares? 


Cor, Why fo I will let it alone; if you 


won't anſwer my Queſtion. 


Mer. Well, what Queſtion 1 is it then? 

Cor. Will you anſwer it? 

Ader. How can 1 tell before I know 
it? 

Cor. Why it is whether ama Cuc- 
kold or not? 

Mer. 4 you Fool, how ein 15 an- 
Weſtion 2 You know that 


beſt your ſelf? 


Cor. How ſo? 
Aer. Why I'Il tell you: A Cuckold 


is fo call'd from the Bi:d call'd a Cuckoo, 


who lays his Eggs in another Bird's 
Neft, when the Bird is abſent, and then 
the Bird comes and {its upon thoſe Eggs 
and hatches 'em, as it they were. his 
own. — Now you can tell beſt whe- 


ther you have been buſie in another 


Man's Neft: If you have, you're a 
Cuckoia; if you have not, you re no 
Cuckold. ; | 


Cor. Uds- niggers noggers then I was 
quite miſtaken; ; for ] took a Cuckold 
$0 be another fort Ol thing. 


Mer. 


U 


* 


Mer. Why what did you take a Cuc- 
kold to be : : 


Tor. Why I took a Cuckold to be one 
whoſe Wife had let another Man come 


and lay Eggs in his Neſt. 
Mer. You were quite miſtaken in the 
matter: But now your Queſtions 


anſwer'd, pray who was it that was 
here? 


Cor. Ill tell ye, but then you muſt 


anſwer me another Queftion after] have 


told ye. 
Mer. Yes, yes, Il anſwer you twen- 
ty if you will, then. But who was it? 
Cor. Why here was a very Beauiſh 


ſort of a Man, with his Hat button'd 
up on both ſides, and behind too, with 


2 Sword by his 6 de; and he look'd as 


big as Bull-Beef: But who he was L 


cannot tell. — 


Mer. Why, what a Coxcombare you, 
to make all this ſtir about telling me 
who was here, and know nothing of 


the matter? 
Cor, You' re too haſty — I fay, who 


he was I cann't tell, only he 4 d for 
you, and bid me cell you his Name was 


ne Hor, 
D 2 e 
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Mer, Mr. Hector! was he here! Did'nt 


he ſay when he wou'd be here agen? 


4 Yes, he ſaid he wou'd be here 


again at four a Clock in the Afternoon. 


Mer. Did he fo? Marry then I muſt 
get my ſelf dreſt, and get things ſet to 
rights. 


Aer. Well, What is t, let me know 


5 quickly. 


Cor, I perceive you” ce in haſte then 


Aer. Yes, fo I am; 1 have obe- 


thing elſe to do, than to ſtand prating 
With you: Come, your Queſtion. 


Cor. It is but a ſhort one, and this i is 
it, Pray is 'nt Mr. Hecter a Cuckold? 
Mer. An't you a Fool to ask me ſuch a 


queſtion? How can I tell whether he 
- be a Cuckold or not ? 


Cor, Yes you can tell whether ever 


you let him lay any of his Eggs in my 
. 
Mer. 1 can tell you're a jealo! 28. pated 
.Coxcomb! Put Vil cure you of that Di- 
ſtemper. { Exit.] | 


| Cor. 


cor. But Wife, I hope you'll anſwer 
me one queſtion, now I're told you. 


2 JJ d . £- 
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Cor. Cure me of that Diſtemper! 
What does ſhe mean by that, I won- 
der? — Let me ſee — Mr. Hector will 
be here at four a Clock, and I believe 
he mult work the Cure; that is, keep 
me no longer in doubt whether I am a 
Cuckold or no, but give me very con- 
vincing Arguments that I am one. — 
And it he does, for ought I know, it 


may make me turn Hector too. But 


how mall I be thus convinc'd? No- 


thing but occular Demonſtration will 
do it. — Well, Pit go into the Cham- 


ber, and hide my ſelf under the Bed; 
and then if I don't ſee, I ſhall at. leaſt 
hear what will ſufficiently convince me. 
And when I have once found it out, 


7 not all ber Bullies ſhall protect ber. 
Tl prove my ſelf a more than Trojan Hector. 


[ Exit. ] 


Enter He&#or, Meretricia, and Corna- 
tu, under the Bed. 
Hector. My dear Meretricia, I rejoyce 


to fee you; 1 thought every Minute an 


Age, that I was abſent from you, 


D 3 Mer. 
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Mer. Iknow not what you did, but 
am ſure I ſcarce cou'd ſleep a Nights 
bor thinking of o.. 
Hef. But where's your Husband ? 
Mer. He's gone abroad, you may be 
fare; for when you viſit me, he has no 
Buſineſs her. 

Hector. Then prethee let's improve 
the precious Minutes; and loſe cur time 

no longer: I am full charg'd with love, 
and long to give it the. 

[ Cornutus to himſelf under the Bed: | 
Do ye fo, Sir? A precious Rogue in- 
deed! 1 ſee I ſhall be cur'd of my Jea- 
louſie very quickly, if 1 don't prevent 
. 5 5 . 

Mer. You may be ſure I won't be for 
protracting of my Happineſs: And am 
as ready to receive the Love youre 
charg'd withal, as you can be to give 

7 Es 
( Cornut, A damn'd Bitch! They're 
both agreed to work this Cure upon 
me. -- ES e | 
Hef, Well, my dear Meretricia; PII 
draw my Sword, and lay my Piſtol by me, 
to prevent all Surprize: For who &ar 


comes to diſturb us in the Enjoyment | 
5 a | E: | | bf of 


aud bet Gallant. 5 75 
of our Pleaſures, T1! lodge a brace of 


Bullets in his Belly. 
(Cornut. O murderous Dog ! Well, I 


muſt e'en be contented; for I had ra- 
ther let him lay his Eggs in my Neſt, 
than lodge his Bullets in my Belly: 


The Dog has put me into a bodily fear, 


at the very thoughts of it: I'd give a 
Crown that I cou'd get away.) 


Mer. You have nothing to be afraid 


on, dear Mr. Hector: There's only you 
and I in the Houſe, 


Hef, I think your Husband's a good 


honeſt contented Cuckold, and ſo you 
may do what you 1 will for bim. 

Mer. That's owing to my good ma- 
naging him: He'd be bad enough, if 
I ſhou'd let him have his Head; but I 
keep him under, and fo he's wi ling to 
do any thing. 


( Cornutus. O what an jmpudent Bitch 
is this, to talk ſo of her Husband ! Tho' 


ſhe's bn the right of it too; for if 
I cou'd but 3 her, I'd ks the 
Devil go to wood with her. — But ſhe 
knows I'm a Coward, and ſo ſhe makes 
me a Cuckold, ) 
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Hector. Well, don't let us talk any 
more: 


Jo reap our mutual Toys, let us fall to, 
And what fome only talk of, let us do. 


(Cornut, Well, Pm grown valiant of 


a ſudden, for I can bear no longer. 


Fl ſeize bis Sword and Piſtol, tho I die: 
Which having done, they'll at wy mercy lie.) 


Cornutus, While tliey were acting their 
Wickedneſs, creeps ſoftly from under the 
Bed, and (unperceiv'd by them who 


had other Bufineſs in hand, which they 
were more intent upon) takes the drawn 
Sword in one Hand, and the cock'd 
Piſtol in the other, and then coming to 


the Bed ſide, ſpoil'd theic Sport , by 


ſaying, 5 


Cornut Have I caught you then at 
laſt? (Hector thereupon going to ſeize 
upon the Piſtol ; Cornutus ſaid, hold Sir, 


your Arms are in my Hand, and if you 
offer but to ſtir, you ſhall as furely die, 


as You're alive. You Sir, wou'd lodge 
a brace of Bullets in my Belly, wou'd 


you? 


brace in yours. — And you, damnd 
Strumpet, what have you to ſay, to 
cloak your Wickednefſs? Wou'd it not 
now be juſt in me to run this Sword 
into your Belly, and ſend you to the 
Devil headlong? ls this your Manage- 
ment, with a Pox t you: Now tis my 


— 


aud her Gallant, * T9 


you? *Tis my Turn now to lodge a 


7 


Turn to manage you: | She weeps, | 


Hector. As for my ſelf, Sir, I have no- 
thing to ſay; you may do your Pleaſurez 
if you kill me, I own I have done e- 
nough to deſerve it. But for your Wife, 
let me 1ntreat for her, for it was I that 


tempted her, and drew her in, to do 
what fhe has done. DT 


Mer. Indeed it was, my Dear; and 
ſince the Gentleman's fo generous to own 


it, prethee my Dear forgive us both; 
come, you have ſinn'd your ſelf, Pm 
ſure ; and wou'd'nt you be glad to be 
forgiven? And as for Management, 


you ſhall manage me as you pleaſe; If 


you'll bur paſs this by, 1'll be a fpecial 
Wife hereafrer, and you ſhall govern 


me as you think fit: Beſides my Dear, 


whatever I have piv'n the Gentleman; 


yet I have ſtill enough reſerv'd for you: 
D 5 You'll 


upon dae Conduſion ef the Bargain. 


A Cuckold, bis Wife, 
You'll find as much, when you've occa- 


ſion for't, as e er you did before. 
Cornut. Nay, if I hadn't caught you 


thus, I ſhou' dn't a miſt it, that's the 


Truth on. 
Mer. No, T know you wou'd'nt. 
Come my Dear, be generous, and for- 


give us freely : I know you are no cruet | 


Maa, Lovee. 


Cornut. You are fo far in "the right : 7 


T am no very revengeful Man indeed: 
But what muſt I have no Satisfaction ? 
Hector. Satis faction, Sir, Yes: You 
ſhall have what you deſire. What ist 
you demand? 
1 De mand — Why let me 
— you cana't do leſs than treat me. 


Ber He ſnall give ye a Bottle of 


Wine and a Capon, Dearee, 

Cor nut. A Bottle of Wine! Nay, ſure 
tis worth two bocclæs of Wine, or el ifs 
tis worth nothing. 

H or. 1 don't ſtand upon that Sir: 
Leu {hail have a dozen Bottles of Wine, 
and a couple of the beſt Fowls we can 


buy, and be merry. And here's half a 


Crown, Sir, to fetch a Bottle of Wine 


C8 nut. 


F 


| and ber Gallrat. T9 
; | Cornut, You ſpeak like a very civil 
Gentleman indied, Sir, Now thang me 
1 if I have any Power to refiſt ſuch a 
> | fair offer. But Wife, if I forgive you, 
you mo I'm to govern now. 
. | Air. Ay, ſo you are, Lovee, and ſo 
- | you ſhall too; and I'il be a good Wiſe 
} | beſides. | 
Cornut. Come then, well kiſs and be 
Friends. Well, Mr. Hedur, while you 
: get up, ill go and fetch the Wine; but 
pray Sir uncharge this Eiſtol, for I don't 
a | love to to ſee a Fiſtol charg rd, 
| Heer. Sir, Fil let it off into the Air. 
Cornut. By no means, pray Sir, for 
e | the Bullet may chance to fall down a- 
: gain, and hurt ſome body or other, 
of Hector. Why then I'll pluck. out the 
Charge with my Screw. 
2 Cornut. I, that's the beſt way by half, 
> Sir. Well PI go fetch the Wine. [Exits 


52 CTCornutus alone. if 
e, fi Cornut. Well, I chink I have done this: | 
na | Buſineſs to a Miracle: For firit, I let | 
2 em know what I cou'd do, had I been 
e minded: And I made em both beg 
and Pray for their Lives; And then I. 
it, | madg: 


80 A Cuckold, his Wife, 
made 'em uncharge his Piſtol, and pat 
up his Sword; and I'm to have a good 
Treat, beſides the Bottle of Wine I'm 
now going to fetch: And beſides, I am 
to govern, and there's a great matter in 
that: And another thing is, I am well | 
rid of the Sword and Piſtol without do- 
ing any harm. And isn't this better | 
than to have kill'd em? Or if I ſhou'd | 
have miſt my Blow, how can I tell but 
they might have kill'd me and where 
| ſhou'd T have been then? Or if I had 
kill'd them, I might have been hang d 
for it for ought I know: for] had no 
_ Witneſs by; and they wou'd a been 
hang'd before they wou'd have own'd 
that I kill'd 'em in my own Defence: 
And therefore I think tis beſt as *cis. — | 
Ill &en go fetch the Wine, and drink 
one half pint at the Tavern, becauſe 
I'll give em time to make themſelves 
ready. Ii. 


Meretricia and Heclor. 

Mer. Well, I think we have had a 
happy Deliverance, Mr. Hector: For 
your Sword and Piſtol, inſtead of help- 
ing us, was that which brought us into 


| Heer, 


_ — 


and ber Gallant, 81 


Hector. It did ſo, indeed; for had 
the Piſtol gone off, we might both of 


us have oh. kill d, and the Fool cou'dn't 


have help'd it. I knew the Piſtol was 


cock d, and I faw his Hand ſhake, while 
he held it; and 1 was more afraid of its 
going off by that means, than any other 


way : For when he begun to argue, I 


thought there was no great danger from 
him. — But how came he into the 
Chamber? Did nt you ſay he was 


gone abroad? 


Mer. I thought he had; but inſtead ö 


of that, he came up hither, and hid 
himſelf under the Bed, —— Put! think 
I coax'd him up finely. 


Hettor. You did indeed: you did it 


to a Nicety: but ſince he has been ſo 
kind to leave us in Bed together, let us 
loſe no time, but finiſh what we were 


about, when he interrupted us. 


Mer. With all my heart, PI do what- | 


eer you will; 
For the more Danger, the more Honour 


fill, 


Con- 


m eos — 


82 and her 


- 


Gallant. 
Concluſion. 


Here Reader view what often comes to paſs, 
4 whoriſh Woman with a Freon: of Braſs 2 
And in her Husband, you have at one view 
A Fool, a Cuckold, and a Coward too: 

Her Impudence, when ſbe d convicted been, 
Shews ſbe war hardned in a Courſe of Sin: 
The Bully ſcarcely, wu d peccavi cry, 

Eut as he'd lived in Sin, meant fo to die. 
And had the Cackold kill'd 'em, thad been juſt; 
Putting an end to their unvounded Luſt: 
But he who ſbou'a a juſt Revenge have took, 
By his own Courage being quite forſook, 
And jo wou d nothing unto either do, 

as both a Cuckoid and a Mitt al too: 

And ought by every one ab horr'd to be, 

As bringing on himſelf that Inf amy. 


Diartocues IV. 


Between a Batchelor, 4 Widower, and a 
Tenet Man, about the Choice of a 


With the Character of a Seuld : 
Aa a dla, and a Whore. 


Aebelhr, Then you'd have me take a 
Wife you . 


Viddower. Ay. by all means, , Neighbour. 
Batch. For what reaſon pray? 
Mid. IJ wou'd'nt have you pay your Mo- 
ney for Nothing. 


Batch. How do you mean pay my Money 
for nothing? 

Mid. Why you pay to ihe Queen's Tax 
every year, for being a Batchelor, And Id 
have you marry, and get ſomething for your 
Money. 

Batch. 1 han't done that ſo long neither: 
And I think tis better to pay for living a 
Batchelor, than to be rroubled and plagu d 
with a bad Wife, as many are. 


Mid. That's true too; tis better to have 
no Wife than a bad one. 


Marry'd Man. I de 5 that, Neighbour ; 
tis berter to have a bad Wife, than Bone, 
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84 4 Batchelor, a Widower, &c. 

id. Pray how d'ye make that out-; 
Neighbour : 1 never heard that affirm d be- 
fore. 


her; and Children are a Bleſſing : But he 
thar has no Wife, can never expect that 
Bleſſing. : 

Bateh. That's me than you know, Neigh- 


bour : I believe there's a great e have 
Children, that never had a Wife. 


Mar. Man. That I believe; but may be 


you may know better than I; for perhaps 
you can ſpeak by Experience Bur then 
ſuch Children are no Bleſſiogs, for I never 
heard that a Baſtard was a Blefling. 


Hd. Marry there's many a married Man's 


c Children that have been no * to him 
neither. [1 
Bitch. And it may bs none of his own 


Children neither, for all he's married. 


Mid. There's many a true Word ſpoken in 


jeſt, the Provers ſays, Well, bur you 


have all the World before 1 you, Neighbour ; - 
and therefore you need not deſpair of ger- | 
ting a good Wife: And that youll own, 1 


hope, to be a great Blefling. 

Batch, I'll own it to be a great Rarity ; for 
] believe a Man may go a great way before 
he meets with one. 


Mir. Mn. I don't think fo Sir : Fer 1 
have gone bur a little way, and J have met 


with a very good one, 
Batch* 


Mar. Man. Why TI make ir out thus. He 
that has a bad Wife may have Children by 


about the Choice of a Wife. 85 
Bitch. I'll aſſure you, Sir, you can ſay 
more than a great many that I know, But 
will you part with her Sir, upon any reaſo- 
nable Terms? 1 
Married M. Why do you ask that Que- 
bo07r . : 
Batch. Becauſe if you wou'd perhaps 1 
J might be your Chapman: for I want a 
good one my ſelf, _ | 
Mir. M. I believe an ordinary one wou d 
ſerve your Turn, fince I perceive you re for 
reaſonable Terms. 5 5 
Batch. J amo, Sir: for a Man may buy 
Gold roo dear. LOS 1 
Mar. M. Well, Sir: You muſt ſeek fur- 
ther; I'll aſſure jou; for I won't part with 
mine upon any terms. : 
Mid. Why Neighbour, I believe I coud 
help you to a gaod Wife. | 
Batch. I doubt that very much! 
id. Why ſo? N 


Batch. Becauſe you want a good one your 
ſelf ; and I believe if you knew of a good 
one, you'd help your felt firft; for Charity 
begins at home. 

Mia. I have had one, and perhaps have no 
occaſion for another ; and becauſe I had fome 
Experience in the matter, can the better re- 
commend a good one to you. ; 

Butch. I can ſcarce believe that: For how 
can I think he that choſe a bad one for hin- 
ſelf, will chooſe a good one for me ? 


wid, 
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86 A Batchelir, a Widower, &c. 
Mid. Why do you fay I choſe a bad one 
for my ſelf 2 You never heard me complain | 
un Nie... - 
Batch. Tis no matter for that: You have 
been a Widower above a Year and an half; 
and from thence I gueſs your laſt Wife was 
fo bad, you are loth to venture upon ano- 
ther : . Whereas had your firſt been good, 
you wou d have been married again in half a 
Teats tiche at father. 
Mid. You are quite out in your arguing; || 
for my not marrying again all this while,, 
ſhewsthar having buried a good Wife, I cann't | 
eaſily forget her; and deſpair of meeting 
With ſuch another. 8 if | 
Batch, Hearke, Friend; Don't you give 
1 me great Encouragement to think you can 
1 help me to a good Wife, when you deſpair 
1 of getting another your ſelf? But for my 
M part, I am clearly of Opinion that he that has 
[ had a good Wife, cann't better expreſs his 
W Love, than by marrying again as {con as he 
1 can: For he that has had Experience of one ; 
good one, will be eafily perſwaded he may 


„ * P 1 is th 


r EE EIT, 


wb meet with another; and ſo is the leſs difficult 
| in making his Choice. N 1 
1 Mar. Man. Indeed, Sir, T am of your O- 
1 pinion ; for if my Wife ſnou'd happen to die, Ie 
Is I'd have another as ſoon as I cou'd And | « 
1 a therefore if you want a good Wife, you had 


i belt let me help you: For I have the Chari- : 
1 cy to believe, that there are ſeveral young ! 

Maidens, that wou'd make very good 3 5 
: | Atcb. 


= 


| ſhou'd pleaſe 


about the Choice of a IWife. 87 
Bitch. With all my heart, Sir; I ſhon'd 
be glad if you can help me to a good one. 

Mid. Well, Mr. Batchelor, J perceive you 
have diſcarded we, and reſus'd my aſſiſtance 
in this momentous Affair: But tho I don't 
chuſe the Perſon, I may the better give you 
my Advice, as being no way concern d; for 
ſometimes a Stander by, ſees more than a 
Gameſter: What I have ro ſay therefore in 
my Friend's behalf, is this: If you wou'd 
have my Friend help you to a good Wife, 
you muſt ler him know what kind of good 
Wife you wou'd have; for there are ſeveral 
ſorts of Wives that are good; and therefore 


if you don't tell him which ort of good it is 


that you mean, how is it poſſible that he 


out your Money. 

Batch. Methinks, Sir, you perplex the 
Cauſe, in talking of ſo many ſorts of good 
Wives; I have been told there was bur one 
good Wife, and every Man bad her. Pray 
tell me therefore how many ſorts of good 
Wives there are, and then Ell tell you which 
it is I'll chuſe. | 

Mar. M. I think indeed that will be very 
convenient, or elſe I ſhall be left at an un- 
certainty. 

Mid. Well then, to make the matter eaſie, 
and not to perplex the Cauſe, as this Batche- 
lor thinks I do, I'll tell you how many forts of 
good Wives there are: There are N 

ive 


you 2 Let him firſt know your _ 
Mind, and he'll; know the better how to lay 
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88 A Batche'sr, aWidower, &c. 
\ Wives that are good at drinking Ale and 
Brandy; eſpecially the latter: Theſe are 
ſuch good Souls, that a little matter pleaſes 
em, provided you do but take care to reple- 
niſn the Bottle: And as for any thing elle, 
they are very eaſie: You may come in and 
go out when you pleaſe, and they'll never 
find fault, provided the Bottle bent empty; 
for that's their Comfort till. And theſe good 
Women have one excellent Property, if their 
Husbands grow a weary of 'em, let them have 
but Brandy enough, and they won't trouble 
'em long. And then there's another ſort off 
Wives, that are good to learn a Man Pati- 
ence; for they will always give him occa- | 
ſion to exerciſe it: Theſe are good to eſpy a 
Knot in a Bull-ruſh, and find a Fault where 
there's none, on purpoſe that they may make 
one: Thus a certain good Wife (within the“ 
Sound of Bow-Bell) whoſe Husband had in- 
vited ſome Friends to Dinner, when the! 
Cloth was laid, and Dinner brought up, 
and plac'd upon the Table, and the Gueſts 
juſt ready to fic down; found fault with the 
Maid for lay ing on the wrong Table- Cloth, 
and pulling it haſtily off, lung all the Vi- 
ctuals upon the Ground; and then went 
don, and left her Husband and his Friends 
ro take it up again; and this was a good 
Woman indeed; for by this Action ſhe in- 
ſpir'd her Husband with Patience, and one 
of his Gueſts with Wit; for the Gentleman 's 
Name being Croſs, he made the following 
Diflich upon him, Tho 


aw. . kc PIFY 


Thou mad'ft thy ſilf thy Croſs, and woo'd'ſt thy 
II: | | 


Thy Wife is Croſs, and thou haſt made her ſo. 


There's another ſort of good Wives, that 


| are good ro make Horns for their Husbands, 


and thoſe are things of great vie; and theſe 
pou Women becauſe they know their Hus- 
bands lead none of the moſt regular Lives; 
take care themſelves to ſend em to Heaven; 


for thither it is all Cuckolds go, as the Pro- 
verb tell ns — There are other Wives that 


bring good Portions with em; and I think 


that's very good; and then they are as good 
to find out Ways and Means to ſpend it when 
they have done, — There are other Wives 


that are good to run their Hasbands in Debt, 
by their extravagant Courſes; theſe are good 


to ſit up and game all the Night, and lie a 


bed all the Morning: Then eat their Din- 
ners, and go to the Playhoule in the After- 
non. But it wou'd be too tedious to 


enlarge upon them all: And therefore III 


ſum em up in brief: There are ſome are 
very good; (but theſe are but very few, ) 
others are good encugb for tbem that have 


'em; tho they are none of the beſt: Others 
are good for little: And a great many that are 


good for nothing at all, And in all this variety, 


you ought to tell your Friend which of all 


theſe Goog Wives you wou'd choole. 


Batch, 
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99 A Batchelor, a Widower, &c. 


Batch. Upon the whole matter, I believe 


I had beſt continue as I am : For you own 
that there are but few very good; and for all 
the reſt, I don't think em good enough ; for 
they are good but for little; and the mo$ 
part I perceive, are good for nothing at all. 
And indeed it is a great doubt whether any of 
em are very good; for the Form of Marri- 


age obliges us to take the very beſt of em for 
| bettter for worſe. And who but a Mad-Man 


wou'd run the riſque of Taking one for ber- 


ter for worſe, when the generality oftner 
proves rather worſe than better? A Man had 
need propound ſome mighty advantage to 
_ himſelf, that will venture to tie him ſelf to a 


Woman as long as he lives, upon ſuch a had- 
I-wiſt. „„ 


men Sir. And if you don't take up more fa- 


vourable Sentiments of em, I won't under- 


take to procure a Wife for you. 
Batch. A good Wife I believe you may 
well deſpair of helping me to, unleſs it be 


one of my Neighbour's good Wives he was 


ſpeaking of, that are good for nothing , un- 


leſs it be to drink Brandy, to learn a Man Pa- 


tience, to make him a Cuckold, and per- 


haps a Begzar too : And ſuch good Qualities 


as theſe, I have ho Fancy for. 1 
Mar. M. You muſtn't mind what he ſaid, 


Sir. He did bur jeſt. 


Batch. Thar may be; bur yet you know 


there's many a true word ſpoken in Jeſt. 


Mar. M. 


Mar. M. Vou are too ſharp, upon the Wo- 


145 
in- 


er- 
ies 


ud, 


ow 


M. 


good Women? 


fa Woman, bur a good Wife; 


about the Choice of a Mife. 91 
Married M. WOT do you think there's no 


Batch, No, by no means, Sir: I am fo 
far from thinking ſo, that 1 believe they are 
all good; ſome for ſomething, and others 
for nothing. 

"Mac, NI. Whatever flight Eſteem you may 

have of em, I cou'd give you Inſtances of 
Women as eminent for Piety and Virtue; as 
ever trod upon the Earth, and for all other 
Accompiiſhmer:ts too. 

Batch. I believe they are ſome Rarities: 


Pray let us hear who and what they were. 


Mar. Ml. Nay, they are ſuch as I need 
not be aſham'd to mention. Pray what 
1 think of Sarah, the Wie of the great 
Abraham; who was not only a very beauti- 
recommended 
in the Scripture fo- all Women to fol! ow, as 
an Example of Obedience to her Husband. 

Batch. There's no body can deny but that 
Sarah was a good Woman, and a good Wite : 
But yet I don't like her in ſome things; for 
te perſwaded her Husba and to get his Maid 
with Chile, and then made him turn her our 
of Doors, a and the Child too: Now what 
wou'd you think of your Wife, if ſue ſhon d 
do ſo by you 2 

r. M. The times are chang'd now, and 
no ſuc n thing is lawful to be done, --- Bur 
to deal ingennonfly- with you, if my Wife 
conſented I Houd get my Maid with Child, 
Id make her conſent to keep it. 


Batch, 


92 A Batchelor, a Mader, &c. 

Batch. And I think you wou'd be in the 
right on't : Tho' I muſt do Sarah this ju- 
ſtice; that I believe ſhe-was a kinder Woman 
to her Husband, than any this Age can at- 
ford: Forl believe very few Wives now 
wou'd give their Husbands that Libercy. 

Mi dower. No, I dare ſay they wou'dn't : 
For they are ſo far from that, they'll ſcarce 
admit their Husband to look upon ano- 
ther Woman; and if he does but Kiſs one, 
they ſtrair conclude it is in order to commit 
Adulrery with her. „ = 

Batch. But methinks it ſhews a great ſcar- 
city of goad Women, that in the ſpace of two 
Thouſand years you are not able to ſhew us 
one, but make Sarah your firſt Inſtance, who 
Hved two Thouſand years after the Creation 
of the World. — Bur this may be impu- 
ted either ro forgetfulneſs, or want of know- 
ledge; and therefore Lil tell you of a Wo- 
man, and a good Woman too ; nay, perhaps 
the beſt that ever liv'd in the World; that 
was two theuſand years before Sarah was 
born; and that was our great Grandmother 
Eve: For her Beauty, I believe none ever 


excell'd her, as ſhe was the immediate I 


Workmanihip of a Divine Hand; and for 
her Goodneſs, none was ever like her, ſeeing 
he that made her pronoune'd her very good, 
without the leaſt allay of any Evil: Happy 
in her own Perfections, and fo repleat with 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, that ſhe enjoy'd 
Communion with her Maker, who 9 
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her Father, and gave her to her Husband ; a 


Husband ſo kind, ſo good, ſo nearly related 
to ker, that ſhe was indeed Bone of his Bone, 
and Fleſh of his Fleſh : In ſhort, the beau- 
reous Frame of her Body, and the exalted 
Perfections of her Mind, were ſuch, as made 
her want but little of an Angel. --- But after 
all, ſhe was a Woman, a fickle, variable and 
inconſtant Creature: For wandring from 
her Husband, ſhe met with the Devil; and 
entering into a Diſcourſe with him, with 
whom the had no Buſineſs, ſhe was ſoon over- 
come by his Temptations, and turn'd Rebel 
to her God, and Traytor to her Hasbard ; 
and entail'd a Curſe upon all her Poſterity : 
And as it is common for Wine to retain a 
Tang of the Veſſel in which it was con- 
ain'd, ſo all the Daughters of Eve are trou- 
bled with Fits of the Mother, even to this 
Day; Which is the true Reaſon that (as 
y Neighbour ſays here) there ere ſo many 
of them that are good for nothing; and fo 
very few that are tolerably good. | 
Mid. Grammercy Boy There's not a 
word of a Lye in all this, I'll juſtify't. Well, 
Mr. Married Man, what fay you to all this ? 
Isn't your Wife a Daughter of Eve too? 
Mar. Man. She's a Daughter of Eve too, 
no doubt: Bur all the Daughters of Eve an't 
like their Mother. 1 8 N 
Batch. No really Sir, no more they ben't; 
hey want all the Good ſhe had, and retain 
othing but the Evil, | 


upon the Women, on my Word: There 


_ nough : She's good, I confeſs: that is, . 
learn a Man Patience. And if you hay 
made any Progreſs in it, it is for your Peace 


a good one among em, tho' I han't been ver 


| have made any Man happy; but inſtead « 
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Mar. Man. Come, come, you are'too har: 


very good Women in the World; I can ſpea 
it by Experience: For I have a very gov 
Woman to my Wife, for my part. 

Mid. You dare ſay no otherwiſe, I an 
(ure; that is, if you mean to live a quie 
Life; and therefore your Judgment isn't t 
be rely d upon: I know your Wife well e 


as well as for your Wive's Credit. 
Mar. Man. You need not be ſo forwar 
to condemn my Wife, for I have heard th 
your own was none of the beſt. _ 

Wid. No more ſhe wasn't indecd , th 


more was my Sorrow: And to tell you th 


Truth, I have had three of em in all, but neve 


forward to tell you ſo, The firſt of er 
had ſhe been as faithful as ſhe was fair, mig 


that, ſte was as falle as Heil; and prov'd 
notorions Strumpet: and yet veild it all u: 
der the greateſt ſhew of Devotion imagin{ 
ble; to that I chovghr I had an Angel in m 


Bed, bur found J had the Devil in my Arm 


Which yer I thou'd never have found, b 
by a Letter I receiv'd from one of her Fe 
Jow-Sinners ; which indeed was entertaini 


enough; bur the Story is too long to tell yo 


Batch. Dear Sir, let me beg you to oblij 
us With a Relation of it; for ſince you ha 


E 
— 


) har: 
here 
ſpea 
800 


1 al 
quie 
SNTt 
welle 
18, t 
| hay 
Peace 


örwar 
rd th 


th 
"Gu th 
ne v 


l ver 
f en 
mig 
tead 


about the Choice of a Wife: 95 
been pleas'd to tell us ſo much, you have put 
us a longing to hear the whole; which may 
not only make me ( for I won't ſpeak for 
this Gentleman, becauſe he's married, bur it 
may have that effect upon me) to ly mpa- 
thize with you in your Misfortunes, and be a 
means to prevent my own. 

Mar. Man, Tho' I am a married Man, yer 
J ſhall hearrily joyn with this Gentleman, in 
his requeſt of your giving us a Relation of the 
Intreagues of your firſt Wife: It may be a 
means to make me look after mine ſo much 


the more ſtrictly, leſt I f;ould be deceiv'd 


as well as you. 

Mid. Well, Gentlemen, fince | you both 
joyn in your Deſires, you ſhall prevail: Oa- 
ly Pm afraid you'll think me too tedious, 

Both Not ar all, Sir; not at all. 

Mid. Well, then Ill begin, — I think. 
J have already told you that my firſt Wite 
was a very beautiful Woman; even to thar 
degree, that you may walk through all the 

Streets of London, and hardly fee a fairer. 
Her Looks and her Behaviour ſo modeſt, that 
Lucretia her ſelf cou'd hardly appear chatter : 
And ſo extreamly given ro Devotion, thar 
ſhe rite every Morning by fix a Clock ro go 
to Prayers to Sr. Chriſtopher's; and this it 
was that gave nie firſt ſome little Salpicion 
of her; inſomuch that I follow'd ker one 
Morning, to ice wlerher it was indecd De- 
votion that call'd her ow: {o early every Mor- 
ning: I am very confident that the knew Ho- 
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thing of my following her, nor-did I ever 
give her any cauſe ſo much as ro think that 


I ſuſpected her: But ſo it was, that ſhe-wenr 
directly to the Church, and ftaid till Prayers 
were done, and then came home again, with- 
out going any where elſe. Having obſerved 


this, unknown to her, I thought my ſelf hap- 
py in the beſt Wife in the World; and never 
in the leaſt ſuſpected her, till about half a 
year after, that I receiv'd the following 
Letter, 

STR, 


Ho the Name, and much more the Buſi- 


neſs , of an Informer, was always my 


 Averſion ; yet the reſpect I have for you, whom 


T know to be one of the beſt natur'd Men. in the 


 W/-Xrld, and whoſe obliging Carriage, not to ſay 


Fondaeſs, towards yaur Wife, is ſo conſpicuous 


es all the Neighbourkeod in which you live, will 


no longer ſuffer me to let you be abus by her as 


you are: Whom, wbiſſt you think to be as chaſte 


as a Dove, is as ſalacious as a Sparrow: And 


under the Maſque of Religion and Piety, plays 


the Devil for God s ſake; expoſing your Honour, 
and proſtituting her Chaſtity to the luſtful Em- 


| braces of every Libidinous Stallien: But having 
thus touch'd you in the tendereſt Part, and 
which will with difficulty admit of belief, I will 


put you in a way to ſatigſie your ſelf of the Truth 
of it ; to do which, you need do no more than 
give your felf the trouble ef following ber any 


Meruing ircognito; and you will eajily ſee into 
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what Houſe ſhe goes: And having done fo, it 
you will but have the Patience of tarrying a- 
while, when you have ſeen her Housd, you my 
go in after her; but not without a particular 
Recommendation ; which that you may not want, 
you may ask for the Gentlewoman of the Honfe, 
and acquaint her, that you was directed thither 
by Jack Lovil, 20 pay your reſpects to the Ladies 
in the Dining-Room. His Name will certainly 
give you a ready Atmiſſion, for he is both a 
good Cuſtomer to the Houſe himfelf, aud has 
ſent ſeveral others: And after you are amit- 
ted into the Dining-Room, you wall be convinc'd 
of the Truth of bat I ſay ; and then your own 
Diſeretion will dire you what to do: Tins is 
all from SE 


Your unknown Friend and Servant, 


B. S. 


You cannot eaſily imagine the Confuſion 
that this Letter put me into: Nor cou'd E 
tell where to find this E. S. or whether it 
was Man or Woman. After a thonſand 
Imaginations, I concluded it came rc tome 
that knew and envy d my Happineis ; and 
ſo ſought ro make a Difference between my 
Wife and I: Bar ſeeing I was referr'd to ſo 
caſie a way of ſatisfying my ſelf, I reſolv'd 
to leave it ro that Iffue : In order to which, 
that very Evening, I told my Wife, I was 
under an Obligation to mcet with a Seaman 
at Black wall at five in the Morning, to ſee a. 
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Parcel of Goods which he had to ſell ; and 
ſou'd not be back till Change-rime. Ac- 
cordingly I rife about four a Clock, and 
went to a Friend's of mine in Birchin- Lane, 


and furniſh'd my ſelf with a very beauiſn 


Suit of Apparel, Wig, and other Accoutre- 
ments, and then went to Threadneedle- ſtreet, 
to the Black Horſe Alehouſe, and call'd for a 
Por of Purl'; and by this time St. Chriſto- 
phers Bell rung to Prayers. I bad planted 
my ſelf next the Street, in a Room that 


gave me the full ſight of the Church Door; 


and there waired for my Wife's coming : 
At laſt I ſaw her near Princes-ftreet end, and 
np the comes directly to the Church Door, 
and goes in: I then began to curſe my ſelf 
for heing fo credulous as to believe a Letter 
ſent me from an unknown Perſon, with a De- 
fen to beget in me an ill Opinion of my 
Wife's unſported Verrue ; fo that paying my 
Reckoning I went our, in order to unrig a- 
gain, and go about my Buſineſs. But juſt as 
came ont of the Alehouſe, I found her com- 


5 ; F 2 7 2 . 1 2 
ing out of the Church, which made me ſtep 


in again io fee which way fie bent ber courſe; 
and anding her go up towards the Exchange, 
1 foliow'd her at a diſtance till ſhe came into 


* 


BHroauſtreot, beyond the Church; and there 


I ſaw her go in: This made me again cor- 


rect my ſelf for tha Opinion J had ener- 
tain'd of my Wiſe's Vertue. 


walk'd up and down the Street for three or 
four minutes, I refolv'd ro make uſe of the 
| Dire- 


And having 
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Directions in my Letter, and go in, which I 
did: And asking for the Gentlewoman of 
the Houſe, I was had into a Parlour, and 
told ſhe wou'd be with me immediately: 
I'rh' mean time, I farvey'd the Houle, as far 
as I con'd, and {aw all quiet, and the Houſe 
looking like fome Perſon of Qnality's : Pre- 
ſently in cen.2s a Grave Old Gentlewomare 
to me, and thus accoſted me, Wou'd you 
ſpeak with me; Sir; Yes, Madam, ſaid], if 
you ate the Miſtreſs of the Houle: Yes, I 
am, (aid ſhe, for want of a better: Then, 
after a reciprocal Bow, I thus began to in- 
troduce my Zuſinels: Madam, I am advis'd 
by a Doctor to parge my Reins this Spring 


Quarter, and Jam told you can help a Ma 


to a neceſſary Convenience for that end. Sir, 
reply'd ſhe, I don't underſtand you very well; 
but I give no Phyſick: Bur I do Madam, ſaid 
I, very briskly; and I want a fair Patient 
to adminiſter it to. What Sir, ſaid ſhe, do 
you defign to affront me? Not ar all Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, I thought you had underſtood 
me: In ſhort, I want a Female Conveniency ; . 
and J am told you can help me to one. --- 
You were told amifs then, I'Il aſſure you, for 
I am no ſuch Perſon: You've miſtook the 
Houſe, I believe. -= No Madam, I'm fure Im 
right; and therefore pray do me the Favour. 
to let me ar leaſt take a Survey of the Ladies 
in the Dining-Room : She ſtartl'd ac that 


Word, and ask'd me.who directed me hi- 


ther? I told her a very good Friend of mine, 
| | E 4 As 
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2s well as of hers, one ac Lovil : As ſoon as 


— > 


I had nam d ac Lovil, ſhe chang'd her Coun- 
renance for the better, and ſmiling upon me, 
told me that any Friend of his was very wel- 
come: And immediately defir'd me to walk 


up ſtairs. Which J no ſooner had done, but 


i was brought into a very handſome large 
Dning-4.com adorn'd with about a dozen 
Pictures of Gentlewomen, and among them | 
my own Wife; 1 was then convinc'd of the 
Truth of What my Letter told me: But be- 
rp reſciv'd to ſee the utmoſt, Madam, ſaid 
{, can you help a Man to the Subſtance of 
theſe fair Shadows: Yes Sir, ſays ſhe, they're 
any of 'em at your Service: Then ſaid J, 
what muſt I give you to enjoy this Lady, 


(pointing to my Wife's Picture) for 1 fancy 
her better than any of the reſt ? Sir, ſaid ſhe, 


you chooſe with Judgment; there's three 


that chooſes that Lady, for one that chooſes 


any of the reſt: I am ſorry for that, ſaid I; 
tor I like herſo well, that, if the Painter 
ban't flatter'd her, I cou'd be willing to en- 
groſs her wholly to my ſelf: That Sir, (aid 
ſhe, is impoſſible; for ſhe's another Man's 
Wife, that watches her like an Argos; ſo 
that ſhe only makes her Eſcape hither in a 
Morning; and that under pretence of going 
to a neighbouring Church to Prayers. And 
as to What you are to give me, I have a Gui- 
nea a piece, chooſe which you will: and I 


deſerve more for this, being the prertieſt of 


em all : But you cann't have her this Morne 
a e 
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ing, becauſe ſhe is already promis d to ano- 


rher whom I expect every minute, -- Look 
ye, Madam, ſaid TI, if the Gentleman wcu'd 
have had her this Morning, he ſhou'd have 
come ſooner ; bur firſt come, firſt ſerv'd, is 
a very equal Law: And therefore here's a 
Guinea, according to Cuſtom; and half a 
Guinea for preſent admittance. Well, Sir, 
{aid ſhe, You are ſo much a Gentleman, I 


don't know how tro deny you. So having 


me up another pair of Stairs, and knocking 
at the Door, my Wife immediately open'd it. 


And the Old Bawd faying, Madam, here's a 


Gentleman defires to kiſs your Hand, pre- 
{ently withdrew ; and my Wife receiving 
me with a low Curſie, lock'd the Dor: 
And having pur ſomething in my Month to 
alter my Voice, very obligin2ly kis'd her 


Hand, and told her, That beinginvited by 


her fair Shadow below, I came up to be 
made happy by the Enjoyment of the fairer 
Subſtance: To which ſhe reply'd, Sir, you 


are very welcome; and I wiſh your Satisfa- 


(tion may anſwer your Expectation. --- Bur 


What, reply d I, maſt be rhe purchale of fa 


great a Happineſs 2 To which the readily re» 
ply'd, Sir, I am no ſuch mercenary Perion,as 
ro make Bargains with Gentlemen before-- 
hand: I always think a free-will Offering 
belt : And ſhall therefore leave my Gratift* 
cation to your Generohiy : But whar is dons, 
mult be done our of hand, for I han't above 
Ralf an Hour to tarry: Upon which fair la. 
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vitation, we both addreſs'd our ſelves to the 
Buſineſs which we came about. Whilſt 
we were engag'd in the amorous Conflict, 
the Bells of St. Peter's Poor ſell a ringing, 
which gave my Meretricions Spouſe (for 


ſhe was a Whore in the very Act, tho fre 
lay with her own Husband ) occaſion to ſay, 


Methinks St. Peter's Bells ring very pleaſant- 


ly: Which ſhe repeated over as oft as we re- 


new d our amorous Engagements. - But her 
time being elaps'd, ſhe ſeem'd a little uneaſie, 
and was willing to be gone. Bur I perſwa- 
ded her to tarry, and ſcem'd to be more 
than ordinary charm'd with her. And wou'd 
fain know of her what made her rye her ſelf 
ſo ſtrictly to the obſervance of ſuch an hanr ? 
She told me that her Husband had a grear 
Opinion of her Vertue, which ſhe was very 


willing to continue; and that ſhe had no 


time to come to this Houſe, but in a Morn- 
ing under the Notion of, going to Prayers at 
St. Chriſtopher's Church in Threadneedle-Street ; 
and that if ſhe were not at home after Pray- 


ers were done, it might create ſome Suſpi- 
cion that ſhe had been elſe where: I then 
told her, I wou'd do nothing to her Preju= | 
dice, or thar might render her ſuſpected to 


her Husband : And ſo gave her a Guinea: 
Which when ſhe had receiv'd, ſhe told me, 
ſhe could not have ſtaid ſo long, had not her 
Husband gone out very early this Morning 
to Black- Wall, and told her he thou'a not be 
within again till CHange-time.— Nay, then 
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ſaid I, yon need not make ſuch haſte; Come, 
Madam, Il fend for a Bottle of Wine, and 
we ll talk together a little; for Lam as much 
charm'd with your Converſation, as with - | 
the Enjoyment I have had of your Body: 
She ſeem'd unwilling however to ſtay any 
longer: But I, (perceiving I was ſo tranſ- 
muted by my Garb, that ſhe didn't know - 
2, nor cou'd ſhe diſcover me by my Voice, 
what I had put in my Mouth altering the 
Tone of my Speech) was reſolved, whatever 
1 ſpent, to have all out of her I con'd, and fo 
told her ſhe ſhon'd not go yet, and there- 
upon put another Guinea into her Hand; and 
fella kiiling of her to that degree, that we 
both became willing to renew our Amorous 
Combats again; which having done to mu- 
tual Satisfaction, I ask'd her how ſhe firſt 
came acquainted with this Houſe, and whe- 
a ther ſne had any difference with her Hus- 
band; that occaſion'd it? She told me the 
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: Generofity of my Temper, and the Charms 

: of my Performance had prevail'd with her, 

- | not only to ſtay an hour beyond her time, 

but alſo to give me ſome account of her ſelf, _ 

and of her coming to this Houſe : To which 
4 JT only reply'd I Hou'd take it for a particular 

O 5 | Ao N C] P 

. | Obligation, And then fle thus began 

E I muſt own Sir, that my Education has been 

a ſober and Religious, before Marriage, and 1 

8 totlow'd it with ſome Sincerity fince alſo: 


Ce Not having any diſguſt for my Husband, but 
n | Paving all that Affection and Complacency for 
hun 
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bim, that a Wife ought to have for a Hus- 
bard being very well ſatisfy'd with his Em- 
braces, and believing there was no difference 
between him and-other Men. Indeed he 
would ſometimes grumble at my asking him 


ior Money to buy odd things for my ſelf. 


Withal, and wou'd examine me how TI laid it. 


our; which made me think it an unhappi- 


rels, that I cou'd never have any Money, 
bn What he was privy to. One time 


above rhe reſt, I was invited ro a Chriſtning, 


and asd my Hasband for ſome Money, to. 


give the Midwife, Nurſe, and the Maid, 


FX. 


Which 5 ſupply d me with indeed, bur nor. 
- withour ſome Grumbling, and at a ſhe 2aking. 


2 * os When 1 was there, 1 ask d 4 


Neighbour, an Iron-Monger's Wife, with. 


whom I held forme Correſpondence, what it 
Kas proper for me to give the Midwife, what. 


the Narte, and what the Maid 2 She told me,, 
i 1 wou'd cone of handiomety, Icou'd give. 


rhe Midwife no leſs chan ten Shillings, the 
Nurſe 2 92 wa, and the Maid half a 


Crown, I told her my Husband gave me. 


But ten Com 62s to divide among em Yall 2 5 


Your r Husbaod, cry 'd ſhe, with tome kind of 


Srorn? Muft you be ar his Allowance then ? 
be where mou d I have Money elſe, laid 
©-ſaid ſhe, if you'll. be rul'd 


ele you to Money enough without asking 
your Hasband. How's chat, ſaid 12 Com 
2nd-lfec me to mortom, {ai d ſhe, and I'll tell 
n, - To be ſhort, I went, according 10 ap- 
point Mon, 
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pointment, and urg'd het to make good her 


Promiſe; ſhe firſt exacted of me an Oath of 


Secrecy, which I made without any Scru- 


ple And ſhe then told me, that if I would. 
follow her Advice, and enter my ſelf into an 
Academy of which ſhe was a Member, I. 


might get three or four Guinea's a Week, and 
my Husband never the wiſer. -- But when ſhe 
told me what it was, I Was very averſe to it, 
and urg'd the Sinfulneſs of it: She toll me 


chat it was a venial Sin, and wou'd. be cafily 


forgiven, and that Repentance made amends 
tor it: And that we were not to take all 
that the Prieſts ſaid for Goſpel. And in ſhort, 
perſwaded me to go one day along with her 


to try. Telling me alſo ſhe wou'd lend me 


Maney to detray the Charge of it, if I had 


nea's ; two for my Picture, and one for the 
Servants, — I ſuppoſe, {aid I, a Perſon of 


your Beauty has Cuſtomers enow: I have 


vo realonto complain of chat, faid ſhe : And 
indced our Governels ( for fo we call the 


_ Gentlewoman that brought you tothe Door) 


tells me that ſeveral of rhe. Ladies ener d 
here, do envy. me, becauſe there's more 
defires my Company than theirs. =-- That 


may very well be, {aid I; for your Picture, 


tho' it does not dy you Juſtice, is much more. 
preferable than any rhatitaras there. Bur C 
beg your pardon for this Diverſign, Madam, 


Pray 
, 


Are you AL any | 
Charge then Madam, faid I, at ycur En- 
trance here? Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, Three Gui- 
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Pray go on with your Relation. —— }Þ_ 
hen Icame thirher, I was had up with her, 
into her Chamber, for each one has a par- 
ticular Chamber allotted her) and then the 
calling our Governeſs to her, they both fer. 
upon me, and prevail'd with me to accept of 
the Careſſes of a young Gentleman, who ſee 
me lit ſeems) go up Stairs, and was very 
earneſt with her, to have to do with me. 
So I was to with-draw my ſelf into this very 
Room, which I did, and the Gentleman 
came up to me, and being a Gentleman of a 
high Courage, tho' I yielded ro him with 
the utmoſt unwillingnels, yer I think he gave 
me that Satisfaction and Pleaſure, that I ne- 
ver received before; giving me two Gui- 
nea's beſides, and overcoming, or rather ſilen- 
eing all my Scruples, made me reſolve to 
enter my {ſelf into this Academy, which I 
| did accordingly. And at my entring iu, the 
„ Governeſs told me, That her way was, to 
have the Gentleman that came, up into the 
Dining-Room, where they choſe whom they 
lik d by their Pictures, and then gave her a 
Guinea, and made their Bargain above, as 
well as they cou'd : By which means We arc 
aſſur'd none but Perſous of Quality can be 
admitted, and thereby our Honours arc ſe— 
cur'd. --- Bur Sir, ſays ſhe, you muſt excuſe 
me now, for I dare ſtay no longer; and to 
took her leave of me. And eng ready to 
go out as ſoon as ſhe; the Old Bawd came 
and took me by the Hand, and deſired me to 
2 Ray 
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ſtay. a little ; becauſe; ſhe had ſomerhing to 
ſay to me. I wonder'd what it ſhou'd be, and 
ſo went into the Parlour , where I ſtaid al- 
| moſt a quarter of an Hour before ſhe came ro 
me: And then ſhe told me, I might go when 
I pleas'd. I thought, ſaid I, you had ſome- 
thing to ſay to me: Nothing, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
but to inform you, That we never let the 
Gentleman go, till the Perſon he has been 
withal, has been gone ſo long before him, 
that ſhe's our of danger of being follow'd by 
him. A very prudent Care ſaid I; and fo T 
left her, and went to my Friend and unrigg'd 
my ſelf, without taking notice to him of the 
Particular occafion. _ 5 
After J had been at Change, whither I us'd 
daily to go, I came home to Dinner, as I 
us'd to do, ſo that ſhe miſtruſted nothing ar 
all, nor knzw I had been with her 
I leave you to judge Gentlemen, whether 
what I had ſeen, and heard from her own 
Mouth, wa'n't enough to diſtract any Man: 
But I ſhew'd no ſign of it in the leaſt all that 
Afternoon. — Ar night, when we were in 
Bed, I had a mind to try whether we cou'd 
with The ſame vigeur manage matters at 
home, as we had done abroad: But our 
Embraces in reality were much more dull 
and infipid, which made me fay, Methin/:s 
Se. Peter's Belts don't ring ſo pleaſantly to Night, 
as they did this Morning; at which Words, 
my Wife was for a while ſo confeunded, and 
truck of a heap, that ſhe knew nor N 
av? 
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ros A Batchelor, Widawer, &c. 
ſay: Remembring very well what ſhe had 


Aid in the Morning; but not being able to 
imagine how I ſhou'd come to know ir, — 


At laſt, ſays ſhe, what d'ye mean, my Dear, 
by Sr. Peter's Bells ringing fo pleaſantly in the 
Morning? Nay, what did you mean, ſaid J, 
by repeating em ſo often to your Gallant, 
that lay with you this Morning at ſuch a 
Houſe in Broadſtreet, giving you two Gui 


nea's for your Morning's work : How come 
you to know all that, faid ſhe? Nay, rather 
faid I, how come you to be ſo impudent to 
make a common Practice of acting ſuch 
Wickedneis every day, under pretence of go- 
ing ro Prayers every Morning ? Come tel 


me what Iron-Monger's Wife was it that 


firſt brought you acquainred with that cur- 
ied Houte, {aid 1? Pray tell me that: For 
Jam reſolv'd to kaow the bottom of ic? I 


believe you're diſtracked, ſaid the ; I know 


nothing of what you {peak : I then told her, 
that J was the Perſon, and repeated all the 
foregoing Diſcourſe:- How, ſaid the, was it 
you that was rhe'Perſonithar was fo brisk 


with methis Morning 2 Whar, faid I, do you 


glory in your Wickedneſs? Why ſhou'd J, 
aid ſhe, be more aitam'd than you? Didn't 
I treat you very civilly: And if we both met 
in an i Place, we're both alike to blame, I 
went thither, ſaid I, to diſcover your Wicked- 
neſs and ] went thirher, ſaid fie, to mak 

my ſelf amends for your Weakrels : But tts 
apparently - your- own Fault, ſaid ſhe,-for if 


you'd. 


Urra, cu ai 


oY .. oy 


„  'Y Ov 


, EE. nt. 2 WB Bi 


about the Choice of a Wife. 


not what to ſay, but thought the beſt way 
was, to forgive what was paſt, upon her 


Promiſe to be better for the time to come — 


In a few days after this Diſcovery, I went 


to the Houle, rook away her Picture, and 


threatn'd the Old Bawd to indict her: Bur 
my Wife falling fick, ſoon after, occaſion'd 
I believe thro' Grief and Shame of this Diſ- 


covery, which her Picture ſtill put her in 


mind of, ſt.e in a few days gave up the Ghoſt, 
and left me a joyful Widower. 


Batch. Sir, We both give you thanks for 
this Relation: Your Patience was try'd to 


the utmoſt, and I wonder, inſtead of break- 
ing her Heart, it did not break yours. 


Mar. Mun, So far from that Sir, that he 
| marry'd again in a little time after, it ſeems, 


Wid. 1 did fo indeed; but was quite off 


of having a Beauty, which made my firſt 


Wife ſo much deſir d by others. 


Ba. And pray what Luck had you with her? 
Mid. I think this ſecond was worſe than 
the firſt: It e'en happen d to me according te 


the Old Proverb, Seldom comes a better: 


For this was ſuch a damn'd Scold, I cou'dn't 


live an hour in quiet wich her: She was ihe 
very Abſtract of Impudence, and had a Fury 


109 
you'd be as brisk at home, as you are abroad, 
I ſhou'd be under no ſuch Temptation: But 
if you fail in your Performance, no wonder 
my Love grows cold; and lam forcd ro | 
make you a Cuckold in my own Defence. 1 
was ſo amaz'd at her Impudence, I knew — 
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110 3 Ratchelor, V. Pidower, &c. | | 
in Ber Breaſt, exceeded thoſe in Hell. She'd I} a 


neither let me deep, nor eat, nor drink in Ih. 
quiet; nay, in the very Act of Pleaſure, the d 


m_— 5 4 — 
2 


be ſcoldirg, and torturing me with the loud 
Larum of her never-ceafing Tongue. The FF 
roaring Billows of the troubled Ocean, When || 
agitared with a mighty Wind, are calm, com- | ww 
par'd to her Tempeſtuous Tongue: The u. 
Thunder cleaves the Air with far leis V. 9 c 
Jence : The Voice of Mandrakts, and the . 
Screcch-Owls Noiſe, with the diſcordant Ihe 
Hswiings of the Wolves, are Muſic k, when de 
bur pu: in competition with her more d if val wy 
and eternal Clack. In ſhort, not being a: me-- e 
* to vent ferih all rhe poiſonous Gall that wa P- 
| coninuaily flowing from her corrupted $9! 1, as 
ls ihe {welld with Envy till he burſt and dy'd: tr 
f And in compariſon of whom, my fieſt Wife | ro 
1 was a Saint. ar 
5 md, Pray how long did ſhe live with you ? tu 


nd. Too long for my Repoſe; and yet, Se 
| ſach was my happ. Fortune, the dy'd wins E.: 


e 


| for an honeſt and good nacur'd Creature; Ih 


and 


net; 


® inthe Year. Jas 
1 M:r. M. A good riddince, I W truly. to 
4 ar hid yoa not agocher zfrerher. T 
1 Wi. Yes, I refolv'd ro mike the t'other Im 
. Trial, in hopes I might: at laſt meet with a I fh. 
7 good one. . I: 
* Batch. Bravely reſolve, Pit fwear; but I w. 
4 think I hon'd fearce hav hat hat Courage. ne 
1 f Mid JI had; but took care not ro take I. 
| ö one hat had too much Longue: I now was fei 


about the Choice of a VVife, III 


and ſuch a cne I had; but I had better have 
had either of the other. | 
Mar. M. How To, Man? | 
id. Why as to the firſt, con'd J have 
been contented to have been a Cuckold, I 


cou'dn't have had a better Wife: For ſhe 


was very handſome, and very near ;" ard 
very facetious in her Converſation. The ſe- 
cond had indeed a moſt un! wife rable Longe, 
bur I cou'd go abroad, and get out of TBE 2 
hearing of it, Bu it my Thit d was honeft in 
deed, for no body wou'd make her a Whore; 
nor wou'd ſhe ſcold, for ſhe was ſo conſou ad- 
ed lazy, that the wou'd” hardly take the 
Pains to move her Tongue, altho it was to 
ask for What ſhe wanted: ſhe efteem'd it 
rroubleſome ; even to do nothing; but 
to do any thing ſhe thought intolerable; 
and therefore every thing, but what Na- 
ture would not permit, ſhe did by her 
Servants: All her Wit lay in framing 
Excuſes for her Idleneſs. So naſty ſhe was, 
as well as lazy, that ſhe won'd rather chuſe 
to war her Smock a Month, than bes at the 
Trouble to ſhifſt her; and that he : 55 ace 
might be of the ſame Hue with her ee 
ſhe as ſeldom waſh'd it: Her Hair, Which 
ſhe never. comb'd, was always fo dreſt up 
with Cobwebs, and ſo matted with Filihte 
nels, that there was no coming near her ; and 
I was fain to lie from her in my own de- 
fence. My ſecond Wife might have been 
beard before ſhe was leen ; and my rhird 
might 
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112 A Batchelor, VVidower, &c. 
might have been ſmelt almoſt as far as the 
| other cou'd have been heard; for her very 
Breath was more infe&tious than an Hoſpi- h. 
ral ; nay, the Pox it ſelf was rather to be 
choſen. So that the perfectly reconcil'd me 
to her Predeceſſors; and made me think my 
firſt and ſecond Wife were Angels in compa- |} T 
riſon to her. Her only vertue was; let me 
be where I wou'd, or do what J wou'd, ſhe 
wou'd never contradict me, nor be angry; I hi 
but this was not becauſe ſhe had no reſent- || I. 
ment at what I did, but becanſe ſhe won'dn't 
give her {elf the trouble of fpeaking: My 14 
only Care was ro ſee that ſte did'n't poiſon || « 
me; but indeed ſeeing ſhe was willing ro | « 
poiſon her felt, I rook no great care to hinder” || + 
her. For when I ſaw the wou'd not be re- 14 
claim'd I left her co purſue her own Methods, 
which in a ſhort time brought her to the 
Grave; where I was very glad to leave her. 
Batch. Truly and ſo ſhou'd I have been too; 
For I never heard of the like of her. But Sir; 
Don't you intend to take another Tryal? 
Wid. Not I, Sir, III aſſure ye; IIl rempr 
my Fortune no further: For ihou'd I try a- 
gain, what cou'd I expect, bur either the De- 
vil cr his Dam. pp 
Batch, No, Sir, I wow'dn'r adviſe ye ro't ; 
for that wou'd be Inceſt. | 
Wid. How d'ye mean Inceſt? © 
Batch. Why you have had the Devil's 
Daughters already; and if you ſhou'd have 
bis Dam coo, I think chat wou'd b2 _ 
| Ne Vit 
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about the Choice of aVVife. 113 
Midower You're in the right on't, Sir. 
Batch, Well but now after all, you that 


have had ſo much Experience, What wou'd 


you adviſe me to, about a Wife? For that's 
the Buſineſs that engag'd us in this Diſcourſe. 
Wid. You ſay well, Sir: And therefore 


| 1! conclude what I have to ſay to you in 


that Caſe with what Advice a ſtale Batche- 


lor has already given the World, and left ro 
his Companions as his laſt Legacy, in his 
Lecture for a Libertine. © 


Beware of Women, for you know they 


Lare tickliſh Commodities, and their Affe- 


tions as brittle as the Cina Ware they de- 
light in. If you chuſe a Woman for a Wife, 


take care ſhe be neither over-Wiſe, nor 


over-Handſome; for generally the more 
Beautiful they are, the more Proud; and 
' the more Wity, the more Wicked. But 
above all, if ever you venture to ſtep into 


the Ecclefiaſtical Shackles, be ſure you are 


well paid for wearing them: For you ought 
*to confider they are much worſe than 
* Newgate-Fetters ; for the Mercenary Cer- 
* beras-that rivets on thoſe, for a little grea- 
ſing in the Fiſt, will kneck them off again: 
* But the other are lock d on ſo confoundediy 
* faſt, that nothing but Death or Adultery 
can releaſe the Priſoner from his Confine- 
' mem. Therefore I adviſe you to look wari- 
ly, before you leap into that Thicket of Bram- 

' bles, Wedlock; Jeſt you ſoon find Cauſe to 
' praiſe Matrimony with Tears in your Eyes, 
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* as Men do Muſtard. If you have a mind to 
* ſcape Cuckoldom, never let your Wife go 


to Church by her ſelf ; for Luſt and Deyo- 


tion are as often Companiens at Church, as 


: Religion and Bawdy are over a Bottle at 


« a Tavern: Leave no Man at home to play 
* ar Cards with her, whilſt you ſtep to the 


© Coffze-Houſe to read the News ; for re- 
member, the Buſineſs of Cuckold-making, 


is always done With a Jerk. 
Batch. Upon my Word, tis very good 
Counſel ; and I'll endeavour co take it. 
IVid. Bur pray let me give ye one Caution 
more, in Verſe ; becauſe tis the product of my 
own Experience : I have wonder'd, that in 


the deſcription I have given you of my three 


Wives, neither of you enquir d into the Mo- 
tive I hadto marry em. 
Mar. RI. I was two or three times about 
to ask that Queſtion, but afterwards forgot it. 
Batch. And ſo was I too, III aſſure ye : 
= pray tell us now. 
Lid. Why truly it was one Motive prevail'd 
.I h me in all, and that was good ſtore of Mo- 
ney: I had great Portions with each of em; and 
that made it rolerable : And therefore from 
my Experience, learn the ſollowing Leſſon. 
If any will not be fore-waru d, 
But TU rhe riſque of being Horu'd : 
Ter let him Wed becauſe? Se s coxrely, 
But chooſe a Rich One, tho She's lonely: 
Then T j be proves Slut, 1%; re, or Scola, 
Perwerſe, R ebellrons, 12 % Od, 
Or any ot Her Plague that's wa: ſe, 
Her Coyn will counterpoije the Curſe, ' Thi 
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122 the Pleaſures of a ſingle Life, 


When free from Mankind's greateſt Plague, a Hife: 
The World ſeem'd then a Paradiſe: The Soil 
So fertile was, that: Bus'neſs was no Toil: 
Life was a Comfort that preduc d cach day 
New Joys, that flill preſerv'd me from Decay: 
Thus Heav'n firſt launch'd me in pacifick Sear, 


Where free from Storms, I mov'd with gentle Breey 


My Sail: proportion'd, and my V.f[:1 tight, | 
Coaſtixg in Pleaſure's Bay I ſteer d aright (light. & 
Ballac'd with true Content, and fraightid with De-“ 
Books my Companions were, wherein I found 
Necdful Advice, without a Noiſy Sound. 

And was, with friendly pleaſing Silence t aug ht, 
Wiſdom's beſt Rules to fructi ſie my Thoup ht: 


Then on the Wings of Contemplation gurl'd, 
I'd in my Study travel round the World ; 
To foreign Shores immediate reſort, 


And ſee the Glories of each Princes Court. 

The Day in theſe Enjoyments wou'd I ſpend, 
But chwje at Night my Bottle and my Friend: 
Took prudent Care that neither were abus d, 
But with due Moderation both I us'd : 


And in one ſober Pint found more Delight, 


Than the inſatiate Sot that wills all Night ; 
Ne'er drown my Senſes, nor my Soul debaſe, 
Nor drink beyond the reliſh of my Glaſs. | 
For in Exceſs, good Heav'ns Deſign is croſs ; 
In all Extreams the trus Enjoyment's loſt 


Wine Cheers the Heart, and elewates the Soul ; 


But if we ſurfeit with too large a Bowl, 
Wanting true Aim, we th happy Mark 6 fr-ſhont, « 
And change the heav'nly Ino a Brut.. 
Hhen Nature call'd, 1 la ia nie %,ũ-u to reſt, 
With a ſouud Body, and a peact[il Bie; 
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116 The Pleaſures of a ſingle Life. 
Hours of Repoſe with Conſtancy I kepr, 
And Guardian Angels watch'd me as I fept: 
Thus while I ſingle liv'd, did 1 poſſeſs 
By Day and Night inceſſant Happineſs. 
But Fate did ſoon my Happineſs betray, 
By flinging Faithleſs Woman in my way: 
Beauty ſbe had enough to draw me in; 
All Charms without, but Devil all within : 
A fair Completion, far exceeding Paint; 
Black ſleeping Eyes, that won 
Her Shape ſo raviſhing that ev'ry part 
Proportion'd was to th Niceſt Rules of Art. 
So awful was her Carriage when ſhe mov d, 
None could behold her, but he fear'd and loud: 
T ſoon was took, and raſply plung'd my Life 
Into that Bag of Miſerzes, a Wife : | 


a have charm'd a Saint 


1 Typus I with joyful Arms embrac'd my Fate, 
= Belieu'd too ſoon, was Undeceiv'd too late. 
1 For after all Endearments Icou'd ſhow, 

18 She quickly turn'd both Libertine and Shrow ; 


From my Submiſſion, grew perverſe, and Proud; 
 Crabbed as Verjuice, and as Thunder loud: 1 

And was both Head. ſtrong, Turbulent, and Lewd, {| 
Filling my Manſion, with a Spurious Brood : 

Till Brutal Luft her humane Reaſon drown'd, 
And her looſe Tail oblig d the Country round: 

Scorn'd by her Equals, my own Servants fed 

The Brutal Rage of her Adult'rous Bed: 

"Tay in my abſence, trucłl'd to my Groom, 

£nd bugg'd the ſervile Traitor in my room. 

On theſe juſt Grounds, for @ Divorce T ju'd, 
And jo that head ftreng Tyrant, Wife, ſubdu dl. 
Canceli'd the Marriage- Bonds, and Baſterdiz'd C | 

| | (her Brood. 


